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Commendations 


Gallantry Award 
for Sidon Victim 

THE QUEEN has approved the 
posthumous award of the Albert 
Medal for gallantry in saving life at 
sea to Temporary Surgeon Lieutenant 
Charles Erie Rhodes, M.B., B.S.. 
M.R.C.S.. L.R.C.P.. of the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve, who lost 
his life after the explosion in the sub¬ 
marine Sidon in Portland Harbour on 
June 16 of this year. 

The Citation 

The citation for the award, an¬ 
nounced in the London Gazelle 
states: 

"Surgeon Lieutenant Rhodes was 
among the first to enter the explosion 
and in spite of the total darkness and 
dense smoke he brought out an injured 
man to safety. He then put on a 
Davis Submarine Escape Apparatus 
and re-entered the submarine with 
morphia to give further help to the 
injured. In doing so he greatly pre¬ 
judiced his chance of escape. He was 
not a submarine officer and was not 
familiar with the use of the breathing 
apparatus or the lay-out inside a sub¬ 
marine. In spite of these handicaps 
and the pitch darkness his only 
thoughts were for those within the 
submarine: he had no hesitation in 
re-entering the Sidon and he suc¬ 
ceeded in helping two more men to 
escape before the submarine sank. 
Surgeon Lieutenant Rhodes's gallant 
and selfless act in helping to save the 
lives of others cost him his own life." 

The explosion occurred when the 
submarine Sidon was alongside the 
depot ship Maidstone as she was pre¬ 
paring for sea for practice firing. 
In addition to Surgeon Lieutenant 
Rhodes, twelve officers and men were 
killed. 


REFUELLING AT SEA 


New South Hales 
Floods 


THE AWARD of the O.B.E. (Military 
Division) to Lieut.-Cdr. Donald 
I rank lurquharson. R.N.. is an¬ 
nounced in the London Gazelle for 
his services in the New South Wales 
Hoods in February and March. 

At the time. Lieut.-Cdr. Farquhar 
son was serving with the Royal 
Australian Navy and commanded the 
flight of helicopters carrying out 
rescue operations throughout the 
emergency. He was personally respon¬ 
sible for the rescue of thirty-six per¬ 
sons. displaying a high degree of skill 
and resource. 

Awards 

Lieut.-Cdr. Farquharson. who has 
now returned to Britain, lives at Lcc- 
on-Solent. 

The O.B.E. (Military Division) is 
also awarded to Lieut.-Cdr. Gordon 
McPhcc, R.A.N.. of Magill. South 
Australia, who piloted the first heli¬ 
copter to be despatched on life-saving 
operations. 

Flying through, in bad weather, to 
the flood area, he showed a high 
degree of skill and resource in effect¬ 
ing rescues under difficulties. Al¬ 
though his own aircraft crashed, he 
continued to fly rescue sorties in other 
'planes at a high intensity and was 
personally responsible for the rescue 
of nine persons. 


Drafting 


The Royal Fleet Auxiliary Wave Sovereign seen dipping hows in heavy 
weather while refuelling II.MS, Eagle at sea. The hoses through which the 
fuel is passed can be seen slung over the tanker's port side 


Commissioning Programme 


GENERAL SERVICE 

February 21. 1956: HALS. Duchess 
commissions for Mediterranean and 
Home Fleet. 

April 10. 1956: HALS. Loch Killis- 
port commissions for Home and East 
Indies Station. 

May 29. 1956: HAL Ships Agin- 
court and Barrosa commission at 


Portsmouth for Mediterranean and 
Home Fleet. 

FOREIGN SERVICE 
Early December: HALS. Modcslc* 
commissions at Singapore for Far 
East Station. 

Note. The ship's company of ship 
marked * has been completed. 


NAVY NEWS 

For the information of our 
readers Navy News is 
published on the first 
Thursday in each month 


Minesiecepinq Squadrons 
Visit Thames 


ONE OF the largest groups of ships 
of the Royal Navy ever to come up 
the Thames arrived in the London 
River on Thursday. November 24. It 
was made up of sixteen coastal and 
inshore minesweepers, comprising a 
large proportion of the Inshore Flo¬ 
tilla based at Harwich. 

Berthed in St. Katharine's Dock 
were the Ledshanv (commanded by 
Lieut.-Cdr. H. A. Rice. R.N.. Senior 
Officer of the visiting ships). Bassing- 
ham, Altham, Chetsham and Ashcld- 
ham. inshore minesweepers of the 
232nd Minesweeping Squadron. 

Coastal minesweepers secured in the 
East India Dock. In the outer basin 
were the Aicaston, Coniston. Darlas- 
ton. Lctterston. Clarbcston and Invcr- 
moriston of the ltUth M.S. Squadron 
and in the inner dock were the Calton. 
Edderton. Boulston. Highburlon and 


Brinton. of the 105th MS. Squadron. 

The ships, which were visited dur¬ 
ing their stay by a large number of 
Sea Cadets and Scouts, remained in 
the Thames until November 28. Mem¬ 
bers of families of ships' companies 
were entertained. 

Three ships of the 105th Squadron 
were open to the public from LOO to 
4.30 p.m. on Saturday. November 26. 
and two ships of the 104th Squadron 
between the same times the following 
day. 

By chance, the ships of the 104th 
and 105th Squadrons, although 
berthed only four hundred yards 
apart, were in different hemispheres. 
The meridian line runs a hundred 
yards west of the entrance to the lock 
connecting the outer basin and inner 
dock and separated Ihe two squadrons. 


—that you can fly bea on your next home leave at 
special reduced rates ? bea reduced fares arc available 
to all Members of h.m. Forces and their families; to 
Canadian Forces in baor ; as well as Nursing Staff. 

Routes available to UK from : — Athens, Benghazi, 
Berlin, Cologne, Cyprus, Dusscldorf, Frankfurt, 
Gibraltar, Hamburg, Hanover, Malta, Munich, 
Tripoli and Vienna. 

YOU CAR BOOR ROW Travel Agents and bea offices 
will be pleased to give you complete details. 
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[Po*t of Bristol Authority 

The annual inspection of the Docks Police by the Lord Mayor of Bristol 


known lo every seafarer through the fire precautions. In the course of his 
famous phrase. "Ship-shape and work both routine and otherwise the 
Bristol Fashion." There are three Policeman is constantly dealing with 
Docks systems—the City Docks in shipping and seamen as well as dock 
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POST SERVICE CAREERS 
DOCK POLICE 


EDITORIAL 

THE NEXT issue will see a further 
extension in the circulation and scope 
of Portsmouth Navy News. In ad¬ 
dition to being the newspaper of the 
Portsmouth Command and the Royal 
Naval Association, it will then become 
the official journal of the Home Air 
Command. 

As a result of this important develop¬ 
ment. the title will be changed to 
Navy News, and an emphasis will be 
given to Naval aviation, which is such 
an integral part of the Royal Navy. 

We arc confident that our readers 
will welcome this decision, and the 
wider field of news which will result 
from it. 

It is not our custom lo publish a 
special Christmas edition in view of our 
early publication date, but wc wish our 
readers, at home and abroad, every 
good wish for Christmas and the New 
Year. 


■GNALtoall 

OJFKERSand 

**Tl*G^ 


HOW TO ENJOY 
AN EXTRA PENSION 

WHEN YOU RETIRE 

YOUNG men are more concerned 
about a successful Service career. 
But retirement will come and an 
adequate income will be needed to 
enjoy it. NOW IS THE BEST 
TIME to start providing cither an 
extra pension at 65 to supplement 
Service and Stale pensioas or, if 
you prefer, a substantial cash sum 
on leaving the Service to help you 
to establish yourself in civilian life. 
The younger you are, the better 
terms you can secure. 

APPLY FOR OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 
FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS 


Advantages include: 

Pension at 65. Premiums 
cease at 40, 45 or 55. Options 
include a lump sum on 
leaving Service. Family 
protection, etc. 

Write, stating date of birth, for 
favourable premiums payable by 
Naval Allotment to— 


PROVIDENT HOUSE 
246, BI8H0PSGATE, LONDON. E.C.2 
Telephone: BIShopsgatc 5786 


Tramps Abroad . . . 

G. R. DFAKINS 


OVER TEN years ago I crossed the 
causeway connecting Johorc to Singa¬ 
pore. 

The Japanese were advancing 
quickly southwards towards the great 
naval base. Panic reigned. 

Natives swarmed in the streets of 
the capital, bowed beneath huge 
bundles of belongings, of furniture 
and offspring. British and Common¬ 
wealth troops, after stubbornly stem¬ 
ming the enemy in jungle and swamp, 
retreated to the naval base across 
the stone causeway. 

Dozens of aircraft which had re¬ 
cently been convoyed to Singapore 
stretched their wings and showed 
their paces in the sky, noise and bustlc 
cverywhcrc. 

A week later the causeway was 
blown up and the inhabitants of 


of the Malay Sultanate with an area 
of 7,330 square miles and a popula¬ 
tion of 739,000 people consisting of 
Chinese, Malays and Javanese; it is a 
strange populace for the Chinese out¬ 
number the native Malays by four to 
one. 

The main industries arc rubber, 
padi, the mining of iron, tin and 
bauxite, coconuts, oil palms, pine¬ 
apples, fishing, black pepper and tea. 

The Chinese have a monopoly of 
trading and shopkeeping, t h e 
Malayans being content to live by 
fishing and woodcutting. Each State 
of Malaya is governed by a ruler. 
H.M. The Queen, through the High 
Commissioner, exercises control over 
defence and in external relations. 

The accompanying sketch was made 
in the market place of the capital, 
Johorc Bahru, with the palace built 


the heart of Bristol itsclt, Avonmouth 
and Portishead—and all arc owned 
by the Corporation of Bristol, which 
delegates its powers to the Docks 
Committee, operating under the title 
Port of Bristol Authority. 

Service with the Port Authority 
offers a variety of career* in a _ mari¬ 
time atmosphere; some jobs, in the 
dredger fleet or at the signal stations, 
are in fact purely nautical. Other 
shore jobs, especially with the Docks 
Police, offer constant contact with 
ships and seamen, and have an 
appeal for those who have “swallowed 
the anchor" but do not wish to sever 
their connection with the sea entirely. 
Skilled tradesmen will find plenty of 
opportunities in the Engineer's De¬ 
partment. while young men (prefer¬ 
ably with the General Certificate of 
Education) may be interested in the 
Clerical and Administrative depart¬ 
ments. 

Employment Conditions 

General conditions for employment 
include : 

(a) Excellent opportunities for pro¬ 
motion. 

(b) A pension scheme providing not 
only for retirement pensions, but 
also for pensions to widows of 
employees, 

(c) Sick pay. and 

(d) A minimum of two weeks’ 
annual leave with pay plus pay¬ 
ment for six Bank Holidays per 
annum. 

The Docks Police Force is con¬ 
sidered to have, a special appeal for 
the ex-naval man. Bristol was one of 
the first ports in the country to make 
provision for a separate Dock force 
and the present force has a fine tradi¬ 
tion. The status and responsibilities 
of a Docks Policeman are, it must be 
emphasised, exactly the same as those 
of his colleague outside the gates. 
There are also additional responsi¬ 
bilities and duties of a special nature 


SOUTH SEA’S Two MOST 
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Ships’ Company Dances 

(whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier) 
OVER 50 SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR THIS YEAR I 

Wire — Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 


workers, as is the case at any great 
port there are always many foreign 
seamen at Avonmouth and the ex- 
Navy man’s experience of dealing 
with other nationalities in all sorts of 
circumstances is particularly useful. 

Good Rates of Pay 

The minimum qualifications for 
Docks Policemen arc: 

Good physique, with a minimum 
height of 5 ft. 7 ins. 

Good average education. 

Weekly rates of pay are : 

Minimum. l80/6d.; 

Maximum. 225/6d.; 

Plus uniform. 

There are prospects of promotion 
to Sergeant and Staff Sergeant, the 
the latter reaching a maximum of 
£707 per annum. All posts are covered 
by; a pension scheme, sick pay and a 
minimum of two weeks' annual leave 
as outlined above. During an initial 
probationary period of one year, con¬ 
stables are required to attain pro¬ 
ficiency in First Aid and Life Saving. 

Other opportunities for employment 
with the Port Authority cover a 
considerable variety of posts. For fire¬ 
men and deck hands aboard the 
dredging fleet sea experience is re¬ 
quired. while for loekgatemen it is an 
asset but not essential. In the Haven 
Master's Department vacancies for 
signalmen may appeal to “bunting 
tossers." and boatmen arc also re¬ 
quired. In the above categories wage 
rates range from a minimum of 
155/3d. per week, with allowances, to 
a maximum of !65/6d. per week plus 
tidal or shift allowances. 

Various Trades 

In the Traffic working department 
there arc vacancies for rail capstan- 
hands. who may be promoted to 
pointsmen and shunters, and for spare 
grain machinery attendants, tractor 
attendants and snectcrs. Rates in these 
categories range from 151/- per week 
for a shccter to 176/- per week, plus 
allowances, for a shunter. 

In the Engineer's Department skilled 
artisans arc required in a number of 
trades, and also semi-skilled trades¬ 
men and unskilled workers. Minimum 
unskilled rates arc 150/6d. per week, 
while skilled artisans receive up to 
I84/I0d. per week. 

Clerical and administrative work, 
including accountancy and traffic 
operating, offers opportunities to 
young men, and it is notable that 
more than one General Manager of 
the Undertaking has commenced his 
service in a junior capacity. The 
salary scales arc those agreed by the 
National Joint Council for Local 
Authorities’ Staffs. 

Further information on all the 
posts mentioned in this article may be 
obtained in the form of a booklet, 
either from the Resettlement Officers 
at Portsmouth. Lee-on-Solent, Devon- 
port and Chatham, or direct from 
the : 

General Manager, 

Port of Bristol Authority, 
Queen Square, 

Bristol, 1. 


Market place of Johorc Bahru 


Singapore prepared to resist the 
hordes of the enemy. Recently I re¬ 
traced my steps to the same spot. 
Modern buildings gleamed in the 
tropical sun where huts and swamp 
had been before. Natives sat about in 
shops, children played in the dusty 
streets. Europeans in white drill were 
curio-hunting and clicking their 
cameras at the many strange scenes 
to be had. 

Cars from Singapore streamed to 
this Monte Carlo of Malaya for its 
main revenue is chiefly derived from 
Revenue farms for opium, spirits and 
gambling. 

Johorc State is the southernmost 


by Sultan Abubaker dominating the 
town. 

Native children, some naked, others 
with colourful dresses, overcoming 
their initial shyness, gradually closed 
in on me as I sketched. A kindly 
shopkeeper provided a rickety cane 
chair, and a young dusky maid held 
a waxed paper umbrella over me as 
protection against the hot sun. 

A friendly lovable people. 

I left in small clutching hands a 
dozen hurried sketches of Mickey 
Mouses and Donald Ducks and with 
a scattering of Majayan cents, 
promised to return in the near future. 


NEW BARGE HOUSE 


A NEW Barge House in the National 
Maritime Museum is open to the 
public from Tuesday. November 22. 
This Barge House has been built be¬ 
tween two wings of the Museum to 
accommodate four barges. Two of the 
barges arc now in position: Prince 
Frederick's barge, previously exhi¬ 
bited in Neptune’s Hall in the 
Museum, and the Queen's Shallop, 
which is seen by the public for the 
first time at Greenwich. The other 
two will require considerable renova¬ 
tion before they arc displayed. 

The Queen’s Shallop was built in 
1689 and was the last survivor in 
river-worthy condition of the old 
State Barges, once used by Royalty 
and others on ceremonial journeys on 
the River Thames. She continued in 
use right into the present century, 
and carried Their Majesties King 
George V and.Queen Mary on no less 
than three occasions: first, when 
Their Majesties were rowed down the 
course at Henley on July 6. 1912; 
next, at Eton on June 16, 1913: and 
finally, on the occasion of the River 


Pageant on August 4, 1919. 

The Queen's Shallop was presented 
to the National Maritime Museum by 
His Majesty King George V. but ac¬ 
commodation for her was not then 
available, and she remained at Wind¬ 
sor. Repairs have recently been 
carried out by Messrs. William Cory 
and Son Ltd., at their barge yard at 
Charlton. The work was done free of 
cost as a tribute to the memory of- 
Sir James Caird. munificent bene¬ 
factor to the Museum and a former 
director of the firm. 

Another craft at present in the 
Barge House is a Portuguese fisher¬ 
man's dory, recently presented to Mr. 
Alan Villicrs by the Portuguese 
Government. This boat is fully fitted 
with all the gear used in this form of 
fishing. 

The Barge House itself has been 
built under the directions of the 
Ministry of Works. Its long narrow 
form, with high-pitched roof and 
modern colour scheme, provjdcs an 
excellent setting for these interesting 
craft. 
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Description 

Length. 695 feci; Beam. 80 feel; 
Draught. 21 feel; Armament. 24 2- 
jsoundcr pompoms. 1240-mm. Bofors; 
Engines. Parson's geared turbines; 
Displacement. 18.200 tons; Full speed. 
25 knots; War complement. 116 
officers. 1.050 men. 

H.M.S. Ocean is a light fleet car¬ 
rier of wartime design. She was laid 
down on November 8. 1942. at the 
Govan Yard of Messrs. Alex. Stephen 
& Sons Ltd.. launched by Lady Willis, 
wife of Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Algernon U. Willis. G.C.B., K.B.E.. 
D.S.O.. on July 8. 1944. and com¬ 
missioned on June 30. 1945. During 
building, her design was slightly 
modified from the standard to enable 
her to operate night fighter aircraft 
for the fleet. 

The ship is fully equipped with the 
latest radar and aircraft direction 
devices. 

Service 

Service: H.MS. Ocean was em¬ 
ployed during the latter half of 1945 
on the first ship trials of the follow¬ 
ing new types of aircraft destined for 
service afloat in the Royal Navy: 

(a) Dc Havilland Sea Hornet twin- 
engined Fighter (two Rolls Roycc 
Merlin 131 and 132 engines). 

(b) Hawker Sea Fury single-engined 
fighter (Bristol Centaurus en¬ 
gine). 

(c) Dc Havilland Vampire single- 
engined jet propelled fighter (Dc 
Havilland Goblin engine). 

At the time of the trials these air¬ 
craft were each the fastest of their 
class in the word. 

In th'c course of more than two 
years service in the Mediterranean, on 
her first commission she took part in 


the first post-war summer cruise of 
the fleet in 1947. She steamed more 
than 58.000 nautical miles with 6.000 
landings on her deck by aircraft. She 
returned to the United Kingdom in 
1948. docking at her home port of 
Devonport on July I. 


Korean Waters 

Ocean did two tours of duty in the 
Korean war zone, and in 1952 her air 
squadrons set up a record of 123 
sorties flown against enemy positions 
in one day. Her performance was 
outstanding. During the two tours of 
war service her aircraft flew 7.964 
sorties, attacking gun positions, troop 
concentrations, communications and 
transport. 

802 and 825 Squadrons 

802 and 825 Squadrons, then serv¬ 
ing in the Ocean, were awarded the 
Boyd Trophy for the most outstand¬ 
ing feat of aviation in the Navy in 
1952. An official citation at that time 
stated: "During this period the 
offensive spirit, skill, fine airmanship 
and courage shown by the pilots of 
the two squadrons resulted in an out¬ 
standing performance and much dam¬ 
age to the enemy. Statistics are quite 
remarkable. In 79 days of flying they 
averaged a daily sortie rate of 76.3.” 

The citation added: ”825 Squadron 
had only four incidents on the deck, 
resulting in a deck-landing accident 
rate of one in 496 landings. The 
highest accident-free sequence was 
1.613 landings. It is evident that these 
figures could not have been attained 
without an extremely and consistently 
high standard of maintenance by 
squadron maintenance ratings, and 
outstanding support from all in 
H.M.S. Ocean." 


Home Elect Training Squadron 

Latterly H.MS. Ocean has been 
employed in the Home Fleet Training 
Squadron, based on Portland, fulfil¬ 
ling .i duty which, although not of 
such front-page news as her earlier 
career, is of such fundamental import¬ 
ance to the Royal Navy that it can¬ 
not be said to be of lesser importance. 

Previous ships of the same name 

1. 2nd rate. 90 guns. 1.833 tons. 
Built at Chatham. Launched April 21. 
1761. Broken up at Plymouth in 1791. 

2. 2nd rate. 98 guns. 2.291 tons. 
Built at Woolwich. Launched October 
24. 1805. April. 1806 to April 1809. 
Flagship of Vice-Admiral Lord Col- 
lingwood. C.-in-C. Mediterranean. 1st 
rate. 110 guns. January 1. 1817, estab¬ 
lished as a First Rate. Broken up at 
Chatham in 1875. 

3. Ironclad. 4.047 tons. 1.000 h.p., 
24 guns (6.080 tons displ.. 4.230 
I.H.P.). Built at Devonport. Launched 
March 19. 1863. Sold May II. 1881. 

4. Battleship, 12.950 tons. 4 12-in. 
guns. 12 6-in. guns. 18.25 kts. Built 
at Devonport. Launched July 5, 1898. 
Sunk by mine in Dardanelles. 

Battle Honours 

The Baltic Honours awarded to 
H.MS. Ocean arc:— 

Ushant. 1781. 

Suez Canal. 1915. 

Dardanelles, 1915. 


Coupon for photo postcard of 
H.M.S. Ocean and crest Is printed 
in the bottom right corner of this 
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Married Quarters 


THE PRINCIPAL event during the 
month was the opening of the officers' 
quarters in Old Portsmouth. These 
quarters consist of 15 fiats and 5 
houses erected on the site of the old 
"George" Hotel which was blitzed in 
1941. A tablet commemorating the 
fact that Nelson spent his last few 
hours in England at the "George" has 
been incorporated in the flats, to¬ 
gether with an explanatory plaque. 
The fiats arc appropriately named 
"The George Court." 

The opening ceremony was per¬ 
formed by the Commander-in-Chief. 
who was accompanied by Lady 
Creasy, the Lord Mayor, Lady 
Mayoress. Town Clerk and Mrs. 
Blanchard. The Commander-in-Chief 
unveiled the name of the flats and the 
two plaques, and afterwards toured 
two of the quarters. 

It was a tremendous rush to gel the 
quarters ready for the opening. Many 
of the new tenants had an uncomfort¬ 
able start and must be thanked for 
the cheerful way in which they 
accepted so many difficulties. There 
arc still a number of small things to 
be done. Nevertheless, the builder. Mr. 
Claxon. is to be congratulated on 
completing the quarters well within 
the time allowed by the contract. 


Thirty ratings' houses arc now 
occupied at Paulsgrovc and Brock- 
hurst. There will now be a steady 
flow of houses from these two estates. 
The progress at Eastney is steady and 
up to schedule, and at Kowncr it is 
si ill very satisfactory indeed. Both at 
Eastney and Rowncr there arc plenty 
of houses roofed so that work can 
go on whatever the weather. 

There is better progress at the 
officers' estate at Drayton and the 
brickwork is going up on the Eastney 
Esplanade small estate. 

The supply of "hirings" is still 
good and as many as possible arc 
being taken up. Consequently, good 
progress is being made with the roster, 
but as it is very congested the progress 
may not be apparent from the 
monthly figures published in P.T.M. 

The first priority applications have 
been received from the advanced 
party of the old commission of New¬ 
castle and it seems likely that there 
will be a large number of applications 
coming in in the next few months. 
This will, of course, affect the general 
roster, but everyone will agree that 
those who have been separated from 
their families for so lonp should have 
the first chance of enjoying family 
life. 


Commutation of Pension: Letter 
to the Editor 


SPORTSMAN OF THE MONTH 

A.A.2 BROWNE OF H.M.S. SISKIN 


I read your answer in your issue for | 
October concerning commutation of 
Pension. As one who did so I would 
like to tell you how it worked out. It 
may be of some interest to those who 
might be thinking about it. 

I applied early in 1922 lo the 
Admiralty and in my application I had 
to state the business I was interested in 
and the amount of the ingoing. In 
February. 1922. I received a letter 
from the Admiralty informing me that 
my request for commutation of pen¬ 
sion had been granted and out of my 
pension of £89 15s. yearly I 


surrendered £44 3s. for the lump sum 

of £515 2s. 

My lump sum of £515 2s. for £44 3s. 
of my pension means that I've paid the 
Treasury back about £1,600—a profit 
lo the Treasury of £1.000 in 33 years. 

I knew it was a gamble, but now 
with the increased cost of living. I. at 
nearly 80 years of age. take a seasonal 
job at a museum from April to 
October, and then the Admiralty docks 
the 1944-47-52 increase for cost of 
living for the period I am employed, 
from my naval pension. 

I hope that this will be of interest. 


ALTHOUGH HOCKEY is probably 
the least popular of the "British Big 
Three Winter Games." it probably 
has more universal appeal than foot¬ 
ball or rugby, and as an all-climate 
sport, has achieved great popularity 
in the Navy. A.A.2 Browne, of 
H.M.S. Siskin, this edition's "Sports¬ 
man of the Month." played rugby as 
as schoolboy, but after joining the 
Royal Navy in 1942 as an Air Ap¬ 
prentice. discovered that, at H.M.S. 
Caledonia, where he commenced his 
service, he could be detailed to pjay 
rugby, football, or hockey, depending 
on the importance or requirement of 
the game in which his class was in¬ 
volved. However, Browne soon de¬ 
cided that hockey was his game, and 
subsequent service with training and 
front line squadrons usually found 
him as captain or organiser of the 
squadron team. 

Nevertheless. Browne had to wait 
until 1950 before playing in a repre¬ 
sentative game and after an initial 


success, became a regular member of 
the Combined Services Hockey XI in 
Singapore. On return to the United 
Kingdom in 1953. Browne was chosen 
to play for Air Command at inside- 
forward and in 1954. in this position, 
enjoyed his most successful season, 
playing in all the Navy representative 
matches. winning a Hampshire 
County Cap. representing the Air 
Command, and as captain of the suc¬ 
cessful Siskin XL took them to the 
final of the Navy Hockey Cup com¬ 
petition. in which they were narrowly 
beaten by the Reserve Fleet, Ply¬ 
mouth. 

Browne is an incisive forward who 
combines clever stickwork with speed 
and intelligence and his consistent 

E erformanccs this season have earned 
im a place in the Combined Services 
XI and captaincy of the Air Com¬ 
mand team. Browne is a regular 
member of the U.S. Hockey 1st 
team, and is confidently expected to 
gain further Navy and County caps 
during the current season. 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY 
No. 3. H.M.S. OCEAN 

Please forward one postcard of H.M.S. Ocean, as reproduced at 
the top of this page, for which I attach stamp value ljd. (Use 
block letters please.) 


Name. 


Rank or rating. 


Address. 


PIN ONE 
STAMP 
VALUE 1 id. 


Photo postcards of H.M. Ships Theseus and 
Bulwark may be obtained (without coupon), price 
6d. including postage. 
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PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


W.R.N.S. FASHION PARADE 


mndc by Third Officer Munn; 8, Third 
Officer Munn—bottle green slipper 
satin ball dress; 9, L./Wren Maude— 
three-piece play suit made by Chief 
Wren Kcrslakc: 10. Wren Conway— 
November activities has been the Scr- Qn their pay-off trip on October 20. green face-cloth suit; 11. L./Wrcn 
vices and parados held to mark H.M.S. Boxer invited two officers Turney—a comic display of a future 
Remembrance Day. in which Wrens and ten Wrens to sea for the day: the fashion for 1956. 

from all units fully participated. On kindness and co-operation of those L./Wren Turney on completion of 
the more domesticated side it has been who served in H.M.S. Boxer in giving the display presented a bouquet to 
a very active month, with a lot ol many members of the W.R.N.S. their Lady Creasy. 

hard work being put into starting last f, rst laslc „f "sea time" will long be Among the many exhibits were 

remembered, and has always been some very fine pieces of woodwork 
I. made by Chief and Petty Officer 

Wrens who have been attending classes 
Visits in Victoria Barracks during the past 

Wrens serving in Excellent have year ... 

and about this month. are greatly indebted to the 

A party was shown over Brick wood's Principal of the Portsmouth College 
Brewery, and the visit was very satis- of Art for arranging to have the cx- 
factorily rounded with a glass of beer, dibits judged by Miss Margne. and 
afternoon six Wrens «o Mr. Oliver, E.V.T. Instructor, 
visited Police H.Q. and were shown and Snr Cd. Gnr. G. Dcakins. R.N.. 
how "crime docs not pay.” This is the "ho judged the Art Section, 
first occasion on which Wrens have * bc P r,ze winners were as follows: 
visited the nerve centre of Ports- Dressmaking — 
mouth Police, and it is now hoped to 1st. Chief Wren Ray (Victory), 
arrange a further visit. 2nd. Second Officer Eunson. 

W.R.N.S. (Victory); 

3rd. Wren Harris (Collingwood). 
Leatherwork — 

1 st. Chief Wren Pullinger (Victory); 
2nd. Wren Funnel (Victory); 

3rd. Wren Conway (Victory). 
Toymaking — 

1st. Wren Skinner (Victory); 

2nd. Chief Wren Ramsey (Victory): 
3rd. P.O. Wren Ross (Solent Divi¬ 
sion W.R.N.V.R.). 

Embroidery — 

1st. Wren Hodgson (Mercury); 

2nd. Wren Pank (Victory); 

3rd. P.O. Wren Streeter (Excellent). 
Knitting — 

1st. Miss Gosling V.A.D. (R.N.H. 
Haslur); 

2nd. Second Officer Middleton. 
W.R.N.S.; 

3rd. Miss Riedpath. V.A.D. 
(R.N.H. Haslar). 

Canework— 

1st. Chief Wren Boumphrcy (Vic- 
tory); 

2nd. L/Wrcn Reeve (Victory); 

3rd. P.O. Wren Read (Victory). 
Art¬ 
ist. Second Officer McCormick 
W.R.N.V.R. (Wessex); 

2nd. Wren Line (Victory). 
Woodwork — . 

1st. Chief Wren Ramsey (Victory); 
2nd. Chief Wren Boumphrcy (Vic¬ 
tory); 

3rd. Chief Wren Kcrslakc (Victory). 


W.R.N.S. NOTES 


minute contributions for the Command ____ _ 

Handicrafts Exhibition and putting m uch appreciated, 
final touches to things which have 1 
been in hand for some time. Cookery 
classes started on November 15. and 
arc in full swing on three evenings a i . 
week. Most establishments are pro-1 
ducing Christmas shows, and Wrens 
arc in great demand both on stage and 
behind the scenes. | Qn ano , hcr 

Poppy Day 

Wrens throughout the command 
helped to sell poppies for the Earl 
Haig Fund. Poppies were sold within 
establishments — Collingwood alone 
sold more than 1,000 and Wrens 
visited the Royal Yacht and ships of 
the Reserve Fleet. A large party from 
Duchess of Kent Barracks took up 
station on the Hard on the Saturday 
morning prior to Remembrance Day. 
and business was very brisk. The 
amounts collected arc not yet known 
but they arc expected to be very 


satisfactory The Command Handicrafts 

Exhibition 

Remembrance Ceremonies The W.R.N.S.. Q.A.R.N.N.S.. 

The W.R.N.S. was fully represented W.R.N.V.R. and the V.A.D. held their 
at the many locally held Services and annual Handicrafts Exhibition this 
parades. On Remembrance Sunday a year on November 22. 1955. 
party of 30 Wrens took part in the Lady Creasy very kindly declared 
Service at the Guildhall, despite apal- the Exhibition open and announced 
ling weather, their bearing and smart- a surprise item—a fashion show, 
ness were of a high order. W.R.N.S. Officers and ratings dis- 

As in other years the Portsmouth played evening and day wear which 
Command W.R.N.S. represented the they themselves had made. Third 
Service at the Roman Catholic Service Officer Pomroy commented on each 
of Remembrance at Westminster dress and drew attention to interesting 
Cathedral. A party of six in the charge details. The following garments were 
of Third Officer Munn atended. shown: — 

A special Service of Remembrance I. Wren Conway—flame coloured 
was held in St. Andrew's Church, evening gown; 2. L./Wren Turney— 
Eastncy. and was followed by a parade yellow trimmed w ith black velvet 
at which the Commanding Officer, evening dress; 3. Wren Kicran—"A” 


W.R.N.S. officers and ratings displaying evening and day wear they 
themselves had made 


Friendly Wives 

RNON BRANCH I GOSPORT AND FAREHAM 

S. Vernon Branch met in BRANCH 

iom Annexe. H.M.S. Ver- WE HAD 


very good attendance at 
the November Meeting. 

We were first given a very interest¬ 
ing talk by the Rev. Chapman about 
... ... ^ thc work of lhc Trafalgar Club and 

meeting with prayers and the piano how our collection of Ships' Half- 

accompaniment to the singing of the pennies help them (this year we col- 

hymn was by Mrs. Loftus. We were lcctcd£31 10s. 0d.). This was followed 

very pleased to find an additional by a most successful Rummage and 

pianist among our members. Br jng and Buy Salc-with some of 

After announcements by the Chair- this money we have sent a large ham- 

man, N1 rs. I-. Coxwell ably conducted pe r D f f o0 d ant i Christmas delicacies 

Hockey etc.. Inter-Unit leagues and ihc most popular even.s a'nd 'givc^ an f ° f DisplaCCj 

in addition matches arc being played excellent opportunity of getting to 1 crsons m Germany, 

against civilian clubs. know other members. Prizes, which Our next meeting is on Thursday, 

D.j,,,, were 8> v cn by Mrs. Grant and Mrs. December 1, at the Sloanc Stanley 

squasn Kac et Heath, were presented by Mrs. H. Hall. The Crossways. Gosport, at 

Trials were held on November 7 Wilkin to Mrs. Blackwell. Mrs. Bird 2.30 p.m. Mrs. Porter is giving us a 

to select the team which will repre- and Mrs. Mason. "Make-up Demonstration." This mcct- 

sent the Command at the Champion- M wi |kj c vcry kindly gave an in 8 wil1 bc 'he last appearance of our 
ftMA 11 'dS ,h, ’firs, attractive box of biscuits, which was President. Mrs. Fawkes, we shall all 
%“m£: oTV playe^ 2? ed Io b „ y es MrS ' Brewer and won by ^cry sorry tojy goodbye to her. 
from all units entered for the trials. M "' Joncs ' . . _ „ Our Dance is bein* held on Friday, 

and the following won their colours: Tea was served by the Tea Com- January 20. 1956. Tickets 2/6d. 


From: Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams, x.c.»., o.».i., h.c.,d.f.c., m.a., i.r. 
Chairman, H.M. Forces Satinys Committee 
To: All Serving in Her Majesty’s Forces 
Subject: SAVE WHILE YOU SERVE 


You may say that you find it hard enough to save in ** Civvy Street ” 
so how on earth can you do so in the Services? However, if you think 
about it seriously there is no better time to start — if you haven't already 
done so. Every unit in all the Services “ lays on ” National Savings 
facilities and the Unit Savings Officer will bc only too pleased to help 
would-be savers. 

I recently retired after many years in the Royal Air Force. I know how 
valuable a service Forces Savings is giving to both Regulars and National 
Service personnel, and no matter where you may bc stationed you can 
save a bit from your pay if you want to do so. 

I also commend Forces Savings for mention by parents and friends to 
young men who arc going into the Services (and to young women too, as 
in the Women's Services there arc some of our best savers!) 

We have an excellent scries of leaflets (shown above) which tell, in 
simple language, all about Forces Savings. Why not write for a copy of 
the one which applies. Address your letter to me:— 


Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams, 
H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7. 


timed by H.M. Forces Saiints Committee 


North End Branch. See page 11 



NAVY NEWS 


Have YOU a personal problem . . ? Record Review Stirring NCWS 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


TnTT FROM DECCA comes three excellent 

|h 1\| | IVI-I recordings of operas by Mozart, 

-■-* x ■*-****-'making a valuable contribution to the 

coming bicentenary celebrations in 
orders or Fleet Orders. If you are January. The works recorded arc 
based on Londonderry you should ''P ,c Zauberfldlc," “Lc Nozze di 


Discharges to Home Ports for orders or Fleet Orders. If you are January. The works recorded arc 
E.V.T. &c. based on Londonderry you should 'P 1C Zaubcrflotc. ‘Lc Nozze di 

COULD YOU please inform me if, apply to the office of the Senior Naval , and "Don Giovanni, 

when a person has wed for 21 years Officer. Northern Ireland. H.M.S. Sea » is impossible for me to review 

draft°to^'the"Medite rra ncan ’Xt S&f 

at "7" l S5r* ststes* 

him to receive an E.V.T. course, Discharge by Purchase buyers 

Terminal Leave and the chance in HAVING READ all the A.F.Os. on *£^5 a Action readied great 
off-duty hours to contact people about the subject of discharge by purchase. heights in Sussex and Edinburgh it 
jobs. etc. Surely this can be done. I still cannot work out how much it u dhl'Cih not^ bc inn. cnced bv'the 
after all. its a hard job to start in would cost me. impact of the!? pcrfonnancc How- 

civilian life at 40 years of age. I do I did the mechanician's course, cver h , v : n „ i lcar J th release of I 
hope you can give me some informa- July, 1951-53, if that has any bearing lhc ' „j d Glyndcbournc production 
tion rc the above. "" rv ' <# 1 . - * -* 1 


on the cost. 


from H.M.V. and the excellent version 


r „ | • . r . iivhi f i.*»i. v. .iiivj uic kAUiitiii veniun 

Answer: The instructions hid down iJra«HRN “ * ° rV ° f my SCrV ' CC f rom philip,i - 1 cannot award full 
by the Admiralty in the Drafting joined R N November ->7 1943 honours to any other version than this 
Instructions (l,.R.I4(5l) Article /0(A), nfties Only mting Eighteenth nCW .?"? f , r , om 11 just has the 

are quite definite on this point: a man October 21 1944 ^mSb K'lf ,h ° U8h “ **’ UP °" 

<xd February If. IW7. Re-entered 'Werea, noin, in favour of .hr 


vice must be back in the United King- i u |.«ii 1947 for four Years' Bounty P nc Rrcat P?' n * J n fa \ our of lhc 
dom in time to spend at least 4 months Paid £25 Bou^y” Sr ^Tundti JoXf^rip^Tkfwe 

a: home before going to pension. The .947 chanced eneaeement to seven W| a , cr Joset Kxips, is tnat we 
29 duvs dispersal leave is. however. five years jX wT paid £25 “I "° L°S? er fnlslr ? ,cd „ by '‘resome 
considered part o, the 4 months of f£ 


pand, without the sense of impotence 


..... . . . .. <• i»)i. cnangea trom seven ana live to eyf ihr 1 

mg authorities will see that correct l2 years. February 1953, changed ZcViina is nerhans 
action ts taken In any case such ffs that (tom l2 years (l) , imc for ^ nsion ,22 £' na Jw-Fi h£l e 
yon have menttoned. years). Paid £75 of £100 .Bounty. £25 cas t con afnine 


WORRYING NEWS ! (October 2 

I AM serving in a submarine in 
Australia and I left the United King- Answer: 
dom last September. 1 parted on quite November 


c ;:zt p °’ rr is ,ieu °j ao ° 

You may res, assured that the draft- l95l . Shangef froL "fen^dfiveto n0 $“|& in Jj“ ^Se''oS'as 
ing authorities will see that correct p vear , February t95) ehaneed ,. . ca . s1, *?. C b"™™ as 

action is taken in any case such os that f| T om 5 l2 lo ,ta e for' pension (22 thtffffveVtoSd "buTa 

yon have mentioned. £«>■»** of £>00 .Bounty. £25 [ast'cSmaining I>£5 Anion 

WORRYING NEWS! loctoXr ^ l^^? of ,h,rtccnlh year Dermota and Liza della Casa is one 

Australia 8 a'nd't lift the uS King- Answer: In reply to your letter of l^rena^hilF ffie " 8 fftl 

&S rS^®tir,tt; sr&a t’xsrzrz 

been receiving letters from my people (?•/?• dc AJ. Articles 0863—0865 and r Ji' lKa by Cesari Siepi. 

r/Shaf my wife appears t 0 be A.F.Os. 2445133 and 676:54. As you ful | h ' !* * 

leading a very gay life. I his is very have signed on to complete time for ” for mance and t so calv m 

unlike her as she was always a partial- pension you can now only terminate Lh J ti^iX 

lariy quiet home-loving girl, and your engagement by purchasing your the Mr RlS„H 

would never go out to pubs with me. discharge, in addition to which you Z," 1 .. SjJkL 

Now I hear that she has been seen must refund the £75 bounty for re - 

frequently with other men in pubs engagement Purchase money for men toSjih,•• t r»r 1 niwtT^si,ltL f 

and at dinces and I think she really with over 7 years but less than 16 h 

is getting to be the talk of our years service is £50. so the total cost r™™' *‘' h hU%r> 

village If my wife has done anything >0 you would he £125. Ar % You .. (Brunswick 05497) 

she should not have done I do not On the credit side, however, as you ^^u^r^Udllc 0 Wort? 
think I could live with her again and have served over 10 years, you would frj ' fhv !)73 ‘ " Wor< “ 

I would want to bring divorce pro- be entitled to a service gratuity of £50 ■. r>in -. rv , n -M _:, nn 

cecdings. We have been married two for the first 0 years. Additional ' th ,„ win f^id A,wS\ 
years. My wife used lo write to me gratuities are allowed at a rate of £25 ,herc Winifred Atwell 

every day but I now only get letters for each complete year. I make your M M 

about once a month, and they are haste date late March 1945. It would u.m-m. 

very cold in tone. therefore be to your advantage to — — 

continue to serve until March 1956 

Answer: I am very sorry to hear w hen you would be entitled to the ROYAL NAVAL WRITERS 
of your anxiety. The first thing you additional £25 gratuity, making a BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
should do of course is to request to total of £75. 

see your Commanding Officer and he On balance, therefore, your dis- THE 

will probably make a signal to your charge would then cost you £50. ANNUAL REUNION DINNER 

depot for the attention of the Family Admiralty approval is required for .... 

Welfare Officer who will cause en- such discharge and you will probably w,1 ‘ bc he,<1 

qiriries lo be made in a tactful way be required to produce "good arid On FRIDAY DFFFMIIFR • 

and find out what Is going on. I am substantial" reasons lo your Com- \ 

sure you will appreciate that it does manding Officer before your applica- at Itlc 

not lake very much to cause tongues ti 0 n is forwarded. Corner House. Commercial Road, 

to wag and people are inclined to be Portsmouth 

a little unkind about young married Accommodation (opposite the Theatre Royal), 

women whose husbands are away. I . , . ...... 

think you should try and keep an , A NO it of inquiry re Naval lettings 6 .J 0 for 7.30 pan. 

open mind until your Commanding a " d „!" ngS °if|. accomm ® datl . 0 "' Can T l ... . (rn _ f.,,.. 

Officer receives a Report from your »«l b Y. »v>ng me ISSg? S? 1 ShkSb H. b USSSS^%&S»S5£t 
depot Some “formation re applying to have (Phooe R N. B«rr»ckt. Lee. En. 410). or Mr. 

/ wonder whether you yourself my name on the port roster for accom- a. a Cone. 7 Aanoi Dme. Bnnumtsoo. 

have shown coldness in your letter to modation. 1 am at the present time - 

your wife. semng in Malta on a local foreign sea- 

/ do think it is much too early to ccymmission and am due to be Portsmouth Form 5 (for officers Form 
think about divorce proceedings at and drafted to the United 4 ) The quarter allocated may be a 

all. In any case you cannot be Kingdom about May of 1956. I have "hired furnished married quarter.” 
divorced until you have been married my and family here in Malta with 

three years except in very exceptional !" c „ , P o '’ 1 J l0 , n , ls ,baI on m Y rc,drn Furnished Hirings 

circumstances. I am afraid you must J? Portsmouth I have no accommoda- Should you privately obtain fur- 
be patient for a while. tion to go straight back to. 1 am aware nished accommodation, it is possible 

°L ~, o aV ? ac ^ ornmodallon that if the accommodation is con- 
Leave Warrants ) nd r?"" 85 ' 9 an you plc . ase ,^sidered suitable it may bc taken over 

PI EASE WOULD vou help us The n ! c ,n f° rma " on o° bo * to apply to be as a furnished hiring by the Admiralty, 
rad! 1 n SE th^°m«^h y ave U barguhJg K my^pn^yKanyT" '° aPP ' y when >ou will od? live ,0 pay thi 
for days. The argument is are you '°fhSi5S,«5^!?%r an/Llp you may ffiSST* m * 

allowed to go anywhere in the British ^ able to g iv e me on this matter. charge '' 

Isles on seasonal leave and have your PS : ( havc already registered with Private Accommodation 

warrant made out to this place and ,h c victory Housing Society. R.N.B.. a ij st „f houses and flats available 
?.'*® o'‘ y0U a,lowed 10 C a ' m IraVC ' h 3 '' haJ no reply up to date. for renting locally is maintained by the 

""LTLnn „v. he his seen m Thankin 8 you most sincerely in antici- Accommodation Officer, R.N. Bar- 
. V- ( y effee. ihitvou^in eel pa, .' on 3 7 ply ' ? nd also to { l u0, . e: racks. Portsmouth, and it is suggested 

'° . ,be . _ lbal . YOU ran g_ct qu „e a few of my shipmates are in the Vou mieh t write to him direct if vou 


Accommodation 


G.M-M. 

ROYAL NAVAL WRITERS 
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 

THE 

ANNUAL REUNION DINNER 
will be held 

On FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 
at the 

Corner House. Commercial Road. 
Portsmouth 

(opposite the Theatre Royal), 
6.30 for 7.30 pan. 


both the warrant and the travelling predicament, 
time, and thinks it came out some¬ 
time in the beginning of 1954. n Sir—I im e 

Would you please send us the ^aHcd rcp.y "o y< 
number of the A.F.O. ia t .Lot ii 


Answer: In reply to your letter of interest. 
November S the regulations for free 
travel on leave are given in B.R. 

1950 Naval Pay Regulations. Article The d 


Dear Sir—I am going to give a fairly is not possible to obtain or apply for 
detailed reply to your letter of Novem- any service quarter before you arc back 
14. as 1 think it may bc of general in England. 


1502 and following Articles. Free ally married quarters arc contained in placed 
leave travel may be granted to any- A.F.Os. 530/55 and 1339/55. Applica- houses 
11 ■here in Great Britain the Isle of Man tion to bc placed on the Married Housin 



S.C_S.O. I..G. Thornton, C.P.O. Babcock. C.P.O. Hubbard (Father 
Christmas) and P.O. Stamp watch Captain J. Parrot, stirring the Barracks' 
Christmas pudding 


TAILORING lAUfcl A UIC TAILORING 

SPECIALISTS JUnN UAVlJ SPECIALISTS 

M.7M»7 (BESPOKE TAILORS) LTD. Td.7J0$7 

336-338 Fratton Road, Portsmouth, Hants 

Special Offers to 

KOVAL KAVlf PEK8QMEL OVLI 

A COMPLETE OUTFIT—Rcady-to-wcir Suit, Raincoat, Shoes and 
Shirt—10/- weekly by Naval allotment (No Deposit) 

CIVILIAN RAINCOAT (any style), £9-9-0—Choice of 9 colours, 5/- 
weekly 

CIVILIAN SUIT (single-breasted or double-breasted), £10-10-0 and 
£12-12-0, 5/- weekly _ 

JUMPER SUIT (made to measure). NAVAL RAINCOAT and 

SHOES, 5/- weekly by Naval allotment (No Deposit) 

HAND TAILORED MADE-TO-MEASURE SUIT (any style re- 
qulred), £12-12-0 to £16-16-0, 7/6 weekly by Naval allotment (No Deposit). 
200 patterns 

HAND TAILORED MADE-TO-MEASURE SUIT (any style) and 
SINGLE- or DOUBLE-BREASTED RAINCOAT (choice of 9 
colours), 10 /- weekly by Naval allotment (No Deposit ) 

ALL AROVR OFFERS HAV1 A WRITTEN GUARANTEE WITH EACH ORDER 


allotment 


you might write to him direct if you 
wish to obtain accommodation before 
you return to the United Kingdom. It 


..u,,,*".. 14. as I think it may bc of general in England. 

Answer: In reply to your letter of interest. ViHorv Fsiate 

November 8 the regulations for free .... , ,clor> M “f”*. 

travel on leave are given in B.R. Mamed Quarter. Finally, as regards the Victory 

1950 Naval Pay Regulations. Article The detailed regulations on Admir- Housing Estate, application to bc 
1502 and following Articles. Free ally married quarters are contained in placed on the list for one of these 
leave travel may be granted to any- A.F.Os. 530/55 and 1339/55. Applica- houses can be made to the Victory 
where in Great Britain the Isle of Man tion to be placed on the Married Housing Society Ltd., R.N. Barracks, 
and Northern Ireland. Travel to the Quarter List, on return from abroad, Portsmouth, as soon as you arc 
Channel Islands or the Irish Republic can bc made as soon as you havc com- married. This Society, which is for the 
is restricted to personnel who live or plcted the foreign service leave and Portsmouth Command only, is not a 
whose next-of-kin ir resident in these provided your next billet makes you Service concern and once you come to 
places. There are further regulations eligible for a quarter. Priority is given the top of the list you retain the house 
covering free leave journeys to places to officers and ratings who have served until you leave the Service, and your 
in Scotland beyond the reach of abroad, unaccompanied by their wives, family can, of course, remain in it even 
railways. . for 15 months or more, but this priority when you are drafted away from 

Q.R. A AJ. Article 0905 Clause V lapses it application is not made within Portsmouth. At present you are un- 
states that "reasonable travelling time Jx months of return from foreign ser- likely to qualify for a house unless you 
may be allowed in addition to long vie- leave. In the Portsmouth Com- have two children. ... 
leave." The amount of travelling time manJ, applications should be made I hope this gives you the information 
allowed is normally laid down in local through Commanding Officers on you are wanting. 



Perfect "Pink" or Plain (with water), 
or with tonic, vermouth, cordials, etc. 
BOTTLE 34/6 HALF BOTTLE 1 8/- 
QTR. BOTTLE 9/y MINtATURE j/8 
U.K. ONLY 
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ll.M.S. GREY GOOSE 


Salisbury anti District 
White Ensign Association 


THE MONTHLY mceiing of this sponded in his usual breezy and 
Association was well attended at the happy way. 

British Legion Headquarters. Salis- The delegates to the R.N.B.T. 

bury, on Monday. November 8. 1955. Annual.General Meeting were thanked 
. . . - . , for their detailed and graphic account 

A hearty vote of thanks was ac- of lhat palhcring . 

corded to Officers and Committee for The Standard (Bearer. Mr. H. 
their efforts on making our Annual Cooper. D.S.M.) accompanied by 
Dinner on Trafalgar Day such a com- Messrs. Walter Hayter and James 
plcte success. Our special thanks Finch attended the Festival of Re- 
went to Mr. Roy Davis. Hon. Secre- mcmhrancc at Fordingbridge on 
tary and Treasurer. Saturday. November 12. 

W>1 . , . „ M . There was a good turn out of 


ing Instructions for 
Sub-Lieutenants 


ARRANGEMENTS 


HAVE been 
made for free flying instruction to be 
given by the Portsmouth Aero Clyb 
Limited to Exccuti* Sub-Lieutenants, 
R.N.. stationed in the Portsmouth 
Area. 

Flying is provided in Austcr and 
Tiger Moth aircraft on all day . 
cept Mondays, from 0900 until dusk. 
The scheme allows for about forty 
officers a year to be given about six- 
and-a-half hours dual and one hour’s 
solo flying, under 
qualified flying 


through the club on payment of 
reasonable premiums. 

Executive Sub-Lieutenants wishing 
to avail themselves of these facilities 
for free flying instruction should, in 
the first instance, contact the Chief 
Flying Instructor, Squadron Leader 
s c __ | Mitchell (Tel. Portsmouth 717641) 
- 1 giving the approximate dates and 
times they expect to be available. 
Further arrangements will then be 
made by Portsmouth Aero Club in 
f | collaboration with the Flag Officer 
1 Flying Training. 

Officers accepted for the flying in¬ 
struction will be granted the privi- 
injury, I leges of honorary membership of the 
i-1 Portsmouth Aero Club. Those who 

Portsmouth Aero Club Ltd.; full par-1 craft after completion of their free 


supervision 

. _ instructors. FF_._ 

.rum a. spec ar.er a recent conversion clothing and parachutcs arc provided 

EY GOOSE was laid down fired from a single boiler, gave them The work of structural alteration. Insurance against death 

'• 1941. at the Cowes. Isle of a speed greater than 35 knots. as well as installation of turbines, and/or claims by third party is'pro- . 

rd of Messrs. J. S. White Seven ships ol the flotilla arc offi- props, shafting and electrical equip- vided under a policy taken out by wish to continue flying the club air- 

l td., as a steam gunboat, cially credited with sinking six enemy ment. was carried out by Messrs. Portsmouth Aero Club Ltd.; full par- craft after completion of 

complctcd in July ot the ships and causing heavy damage to Vosper Ltd. of Portsmouth at their ticulars of this policy can be obtained flying instruction may do so on 

«’*»•»r mnnv mnr«» Hnlu nna alMm nnnhosl ramkar akinnar^ .‘n _f. «L. ^ - • - - ■ 

death and/or injury may be arranged 1 standard rate of £3 per hou 


following year. many more. Only one steam gunboat Camber shi] 

Seven of her class were completed was lost during the war, but the Grey Messrs. Rol . _ 

to form an experimental flotilla of Goose is the only one of the class conversion was extensive, the altera 
fast and powerful craft to serve as E- " p 

boat killers. , , 

| Licut.-Cdr. 

Light Coastal Craft 
They were then officially described 
as “light coastal craft”, and the public 
and the enemy were left to assume 
that they were ordinary motor gun 

and torpedo boats, powered by petrol Floating Test Bed 

engines. Had it not been for the Now commanded by Licut.-Cdr. 
security veil, they could have been D. W. Wilson. D.S.M ’ 

described as "destroyers in miniature” has been converted to a floating test 
with powerful steel hulls. With a dis- bed. Two experimental Rolls-Royce design which 
placement of 205 tons, they were of KM.60 marine gas turbine engines of the lightest 
146 feet in length. In spite of excep- advanced design have been installed duccd f., 
tionally heavy armament, which in- in her and they transmit their power combined 
eluded a three-inch gun. torpedoes through Rotol controllable pitch pro 
and depth charges, their 8.000 horse- pollers, which obviate the use of re- 
power high efficiency steam turbines, verse gearing. 


in association with from the club. Extra cover against I ment of the Portsmouth Aero dlub 


now in Her Majesty’s Service. lions amounting to building up from 

It was in the Grey Goose that an almost bare hull and generally re- 
Peter Scott. M.B.E., conditioning the hull itself. The ac- 
D.S.C. and Bur. R.N.V.R.. led the commodalion between decks has been 
flotilla in dashing Channel actions completely reconstructed and the 
against enemy shipping. These attacks necessary generators and navigational 
became a regular feature of the war arrangements installed. Armament had 
news. previously been removed. 

It is anticipated that the two R.M. 
60 engines will each develop 5.400 
u M L | BH -P. and this gives an increase of 
k.in.. sne | S omc 35 per cent, in total power over 
’*■ '■ Iwo 4.000 h.p. steam turbines of a 
previously represented 
steam machinery pro- 
for naval purposes. I his is 
-J with a reduction of 50 per 
cent, in machinery weight and a saving 
of about 25 per cent, in inachincrv 


CAN YOU DO THIS ? ? 


space. 


Kc.,cl>. ,,IC II Ms. I*,.••.ideal. II Ms A/:-"-’ 

< luv* "ill:, II Ms |> . TY hT- 

'•''••■ " - l - ■ .'.I:.: ■ 

Capt. Scott's Discovery opened to 

the public for the first time while living THE F IELD gunning season is round volunteering to the last r 
the White Ensign on November* 16. again. It scents only yesterday that your name to your Divi 
During the first week ’300 people 'he Portsmouth crew of 1955 were Gunnery Office or G.I. 
looked over her. They were able to -' u - ! “ s — - “’*■ •*-- - - -- 


the First Trainer (P.O. F. P. Maries, 
G.I.) at the Field Gun Office in Royal 
Naval Barracks. The training is hard 
and you must be fit, but the team 
spirit is terrific, and so is the satis¬ 
faction of winning. Don't forget, this 
year "Pompey” has a cup to keep 
hold of and two others to win. 
Volunteer now. 


FOR 

ALL ROYAL NAVAL PERSONNEL 
FLEET AIR ARM AIRCREWS 
SUBMARINERS & NAVAL DIVERS 

FROM THE 


New Tanker 


ACCOMMODATION 7 


See page 15 


INSURANCE COMPANY LTD 


/ would IHe you lo foncaii the plods) 
os indicated 


Address 


Branch of Serrlce. 


Dole oj Birth 


I im prepared to allot £—— monthly 


THE GENERAL MANAGER, THE SENTINEL INSURANCE COMPANY LTD. 
Srovntow House, 50-51 High Holborn, London, W.C.I. Tel: Chancery 5787 
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MOTORMNG NOTES 


BY ALL accounts the Cycle and 
Motor-Cycle Show this year was a 
great success. For the first time, how¬ 
ever, there was very definite evidence 
that the development of motor-cycles 
is undergoing a radical change. 

Motor Scooters 

By general consent, the fast 500 c.c. 
motor-cycle in inexperienced or irre¬ 
sponsible hands is potentially the 
most lethal weapon ever to be made 
available to the public on hire pur¬ 
chase terms. There is every reason 
for thinking that this type of machine 
is losing ground in favour of the 
increasingly popular, all enclosed, 
motor scooter of the Lambretta and 
Vespa type. It is at any rate very 
significant that a firm like B.S.A., 
who produce some very potent 500 c.c. 
motor-cycles, have now entered the 
scooter market with the Bccscr. A 
conservative estimate is that 100.000 
scooters of various types will be on 
the road during the next twelve 
months. 

For those who arc uncertain about 1 
the merits of these scooters and in 
answer to those who wouldn't be 
seen on one at any price, the writer 
has this to say. Firstly, he has had 
many years' experience on all types 
and even owned a genuine T.T. cam¬ 
shaft A.J.S. at one time. Recollections 
of these machines involve equipment 
such as waders, goggles, special, 
mackintoshes, scarves or towels round , 
the neck to mop up the moisture, and; 
the perpetual problem of where to 
keep all the paraphanalia of clothing 
required. Experience of the scooter, 
however, has been quite the reverse. 
On his scooter fitted with a wind¬ 
screen the writer regularly arrived in 
barracks in all weathers, protected by 
nothing more than a Service mackin¬ 
tosh and he used virtually to. walk j 
straight on to parade still reasonably j 
immaculate. Mis advice, therefore, 
is not to sneer too quickly at the 
motor scooter, they have many ad¬ 
vantages over the conventional 
machine and arc quite good fun to 
drive. 

The Mo-ped 

The motorised attachment for the 
pedal cycle which had such a vogue 
until about twelve months ago. seems 
to be on the way out. no doubt as a 
result of the purchase tax now levied 
on them. In their place we find the 
streamlined motorised bicycle or Mo¬ 
ped as it has become known. These 


cost from £50 to £70 on average, and 
are the lightweight replacement for 
the autocycle. For sheer economy of 
operation they arc unrivalled. 

Pillion Passengers 

Although your correspondent has 
frequently emphasised the importance 
of ensuring that one's insurance 
policy is adequate, he is constantly 
finding new pitfalls to trap the un¬ 
wary. How many motor-cyclists or 
their passengers, for example, realise 
that although the machine can legally 
be driven whilst carrying a pillion 
passenger, the passenger himself is 
completely uninsured? If he is injured 
as a result of the negligence of his 
driver, his only redress is against him 
since the insurance companies always 
repudiate ail liability for injury to a 
pillion passenger. The embarrassing 
effects of a successful claim for injury 
against the average Naval motor¬ 
cyclist can well be imagined. It should 
give many of you food for thought. 

Road Safely 

Results of recent voluntary exami¬ 
nations of motor cars, together with 
spot checks by the police, show that 
many cars are by no means as road¬ 
worthy as their owners thought. 

The main defects usually found 
arc inefficient brakes, for which there 
can be no excuse, play in steering 
gear, and inefficient lighting. The 
most dangerous defect in steering 
gear is the loose ball joint connection 
which may fail at any moment 
although the owner is usually quite 
oblivious of the defect. It is well 
worth-while having these connections 
checked occasionally, particularly if 
your car is somewhat vintage. 

As to lighting, most people would 
be surprised at how far thirty shillings 
will go in improving their headlights. 
This moderate sum will cover the 
cost of resilvering the headlamp re¬ 
flectors as well as new bulbs if re¬ 
quired. This usually applies to older 
cars, of course, but a little attention 
such as this can make a world of 
difference to night driving. 

Incident y. don't forget your tyres. 
If they arc smooth it is high time you 
fitted new ones. If the old covers are 
sound it is cheaper to fit remoulded 
covers of course, but whatever you 
decide to do please don't risk motor¬ 
ing on those bald tyres, it isn't worth 
it. 

A. E. Marsh. 
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“WHALEY” 

The House that Jack Built" by 
Robert Travers Young, 
Commander R.N. 

In 'The House that Jack Built." 
Commander R. T. Young has written a 
new history of H.M.S. Excellent. It is 
a brief, often amusing, usually ade¬ 
quate account of the growth of the 
Gunnery School from very small 
beginnings on board H.M.S. Excellent 
in the harbour of the 1830's to the 
vast establishment on Whale Island 
today. 

The difficulties of the early years, 
the conversion of a few mud-flats into 
an island, the work of Cooper-Key. 
Fisher and Scott, the changes around 
the turn of the century arc all pre¬ 
sented. but sometimes, just as we seem 
to be getting a real glimpse of the 
Captains of the past and the condi¬ 
tions of the Nineteenth Century, the 
author leads us away into less inter¬ 
esting fields such as the details of 
building programmes. 

In presenting some of the problems 
of gunnery, he avoids a mass of techni¬ 
cal detail but rather misses the 
opportunity to write a really critical 
account of relations between the 
•scientists, the Admiralty and 
"Whaley," during the Nineteenth Cen¬ 
tury. But perhaps it is unfair to blame 
him for that! 

If we read, sometimes, of the 
"Sacred flame of Gunnery" and find a 
slightly parochial air when he breaks 
into the first person plural, this is, 
after all. an Establishment History and 
as such it is a most interesting and 
readable book, full of relevant and 
amusing anecdotes. It should appeal to 
all in the Service, whatever their 
branch. 

NEW GANNET SQUADRON 
812 SQUADRON, a Fleet Air Arm 
unit first formed in 1933. reformed at 
the R.N. Air Station at Eglinton. near 
Londonderry, on November 7. equip¬ 
ped with Faircy Gannet anti-sub¬ 
marine aircraft. After a working-up 
period it will form part of a Carrier 
Air Group, which will also include 
Sea Hawk and Wyvcrn squadrons, to 
be embarked in a Fleet aircraft 
carrier. 

Commanding Officer of the re¬ 
formed unit is Lieut.-Cdr. Geoffrey 
D. Luff. R.N., who was awarded 
the D.F.C. for his work as Senior 
Observer of the Royal Naval heli¬ 
copter squadron operating in Malaya. 
After service in the Far East and 
home waters during the last war, 
812 Squadron was one of the air units 
in H.M.S. Ark Royal when she was 
lost in the Mediterranean. It was re¬ 
equipped at Gibraltar and embarked 
for service afloat again within two 
days. 


POLIO VICTIMS 



PATIENTS FROM the various hos¬ 
pitals in Portsmouth arc given hydro¬ 
therapy treatment in the R.N. Swim¬ 
ming Bath twice a week. In the main 
they arc victims of poliomyelitis and 
under their own remedial instructor 
they perform exercises in the water 


which assist the recovery of wasted 
muscles. At all of the main Naval 
Hospitals there is a Physical Trainer 
borne for the duly of giving remedial 
exercises under the icgis of the physical 
medicine department. 


Annual Subscription Coupon is on page 2 




[Official Untied Slain Nary Pkotofrap* 

A new edition of “Jane’s Fighting Ships" is always anticipated with great interest. The 57th edition is, as usual, 
right up to date, and gives details of the ships of all navies. 

Of special interest to us after the recent interchange of visits is the chapter giving details of the Russian Fleet 
The comprehensive chapter on the United States Heel includes photographs and particulars of the large 
I-'orrestal Class carriers, and also of guided missiles. 

Priced at four guineas, “Jane’s" may be out of reach for the individual, but would be an invaluable 
investment for any Mess. 


rvice 


It is only natural that in the 
course of fifty years we should 
fully understand the require¬ 
ments of those who serve in 
ships and on shore. 

High-grade materials are used 
by skilled craftsmeh in making 
the fine clothes for which we 
are rehowned. Our service is 
at your disposal ... we shall 
be delighted to hear from you. 

A. FLEMING & CO. (Outfitters) LTD. 

HEAD OFFICE & MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Box No. 3 

HAY STREET and PORTLAND STREET 
PORTSMOUTH 

Phono 74352/3 Grams: Navserge, Portsmouth 

BRANCHES ATi 

PORTSMOUTH, CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. WEYMOUTH. 

DUNFERMLINE, MALTA and GIBRALTAR 

ALSO AT: 

H.M.S. BLACKCAP - H.M.S. GAMECOCK - H.M.S. MERCURY 
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Foreword by 

CAPTAIN J. R. GOWER, D.S.C., M. 

Director of Physical Training and Sports 


ROYAL NAVAL PHYSH 


Introduction 


THE ROYAL NAVY has a great 
tradition in sports and games, in 
which physical—and mental—fitness 
will always play a dominant part. 

The continuing of this tradition is 
vital to our Service—for it is the fit 
and happy man who is accustomed 
never to spare himself for the good 
of his side, who will put forth the 
most cITcctive effort in battle or 


emergency. 

There must be experts in all games, 
and it is these more prcticient players 
who set the standards and provide the 
incentive. However, the necessity for 
everyone, of whatever standard, to be 
given ample opportunity to take part 
in games and sports is the important 


duty of the Divisional Officer. 

This should help to off-set the 
modern tendency to watch games 
rather than to play them, aggravated 
by the increasing influence of tele¬ 
vision. the cinema, and other passive 
recreations. 

It is also important that we should 
maintain our reputation for conduct¬ 
ing our games and sports on a 
genuinely amateur basis. 

Those who administer and organise 
games, sports, and recreation in the 
Navy, have a high responsibility for 
the welfare, prestige, and performance 
of the Service, and they must do all 
they can to appeal to the greatest 
possible number of Officers and Men. 


Judo 


A class undergoing Judo instruction at the P.T. School 


WISH READERS OF NAVY NEWS 


& Vtvv v Cljrtetmas 
anti a iBrigftt i?ear 


128 pate* of Naval 
Information and illuitra- 
tions. Generous diary 
and memorandum tac¬ 
tion. 4a. Id. pott free 
from Head Office or 4«. 
at al. Bernard Branches 


Maval and Civilian Tailors anti Outfitters 

HARWICH, Essex 

Telephone 880 


Btanchtt at: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. WEY¬ 
MOUTH. PORTLAND. FALMOUTH. MILFORD 
HAVEN, GRIMSBY, WETHERBY. LONDON¬ 
DERRY. HELENSBURGH, ROTHESAY. ROSYTH. 
DUNFERMLINE. INVERGORDON. GIBRALTAR. 
SLIEMA S VALETTA (MALTA). LOSSIEMOUTH. 
ARBROATH. ABBOTSINCH. ANTHORN. 
EGLINTON. BRAWDY. KETE. HELSTON. 
CORSHAM AND WORTHY DOWN 


HARWICH 

ESSEX 


Telephone 880 
M.mbtn of the I. N.T.A. 


The Physical Training Branch of 
the Royal Navy endeavours to help 
fulfil this important role in the peace¬ 
time life of the Navy. It is a small, 
therefore select Branch, with a long 
waiting list of volunteers. 

By itself, the Branch has little in¬ 
fluence; it relies for its success on the 
goodwill and active co-operation of 
Officers and Men. and this co-opera¬ 
tion has to be fostered by Command¬ 
ing Officers and Divisional Officers. 
Unlike fighting efficiency, in which 
every ship must participate in the 
drills and exercises, there is no obliga¬ 
tion for a ship to enter a team for 
the sporting competitions. 

It relies, too. on the goodwill of all 
over money matters. Although the 
Admiralty provides playing fields, 
swimming baths, gymnasia and equip¬ 
ment, it will not finance sports gear, 
dress, or travelling expenses. The 
Commanding Officer who wishes his 
Officers and Men to enjoy these 
facilities has to rely on the Welfare 
Committee of his ship or Establish¬ 
ment to vote sufficient funds to cover 
these expenses. 

In these days of diminishing incomes 
and mounting costs, particularly in 
the price of gear and travel. Welfare 
Committees arc not always able to 
vote the large sums required. Accord¬ 
ingly. sport in the Unit is. apt to 
suffer, and in some eases this is true 
of Sport at Command level. The 
Home Air Command is already crip¬ 
pled by excessive travelling expenses, 
and cannot field full teams in every 
sport. 

The Sports Control Board nelps in 
this problem within its limited re¬ 
sources. but this help is not. and can 
never be. fully adequate by itself. It 
is one of the problems which will 
have to be faced if sport is to con¬ 
tinue to fulfil the ideals set out in the 
foreword by our Director. 


method, although employed by the 
Navy at first, was found to be having 
a detrimental effect upon the men 
who required all-round exercising, and 
Admiral Palmer was despatched to 
the continent where physical training 
methods had reached an advanced 
stage, to discover a method which 
could be employed ashore and afloat 
to produce fit men. and to maintain 
their standard of fitness. There he dis¬ 
covered a system, and brought back 
to Portsmouth a Swedish professor— 
Alan Broman—who. with his know¬ 
ledge and ability, started a P.T. School 
in the R.N. Barracks. Commander 
H. D. R. Watson was the first Super¬ 
intendent appointed, from 1905 to 
1908. In the year 1910. the present 
P.T. School was built. The present 
day strength of the Branch is thirty- 
nine Officers and 314 Ratings. 


Growth of the Branch 


BERNARDS of HARWICH 


At the same time they remind them that 
the Bernard Service will continue to be at 
their disposal throughout the year wher¬ 
ever they are serving. 


Bernard departments include Uniform and 
Civilian Tailoring, and Outfitting, Foot¬ 
wear, Sportswear, Fancy Goods, Toys and 
Games, Radio, Television and Electrical 
Equipment, Cutlery, Jewellery, Furniture. 
Floral Bouquets, Cycles, Cameras, Musical 
Instruments. 


Where it is not desired to pay cash a credit account may be 
opened for settlement by monthly Admiralty Allotment or 
Banker's Order. 


Start the New Year right by opening an account with Bernards 
who serve you well wherever you are serving. 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 


Local Branch: 6-9 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH Telephone 4403 

Head Office: 


In the days when men went down 
to the sea in tiny wooden ships with 
lofty masts, long spars, and vast 
spreads of canvas, sailors had to be 
tough to survive. If they were not 
tough when they first went to sea. men 
soon became so. or else succumbed to 
the rigours of the life. The strenuous 
exercise involved in climbing, rigging 
and working sails, raising boats and 
working capstans, ensured a physique 
and constitution beyond compare. 

With the advent of steam, life in 
the Elect became somewhat less stren¬ 
uous. and the standard of health— 
both mental and physical—began to 
decline. It became apparent that in 
order to preserve the health and 
morale of the sailors, and conse¬ 
quently their fignting efficiency, some 
form of artificial exercise had to be 
introduced to replace that lost in the 
passing of the sailing, ship era. 

Towards the end of the last century, 
selected men were sent to Aldershot, 
the home of the British Army, to 
study and be trained in their methods 
of physical training. In those early 
days, dumb-bells, weighted bars and 
clubs were used extensively, and the 
consequent effect was the improve¬ 
ment of the torso and arms. This 


Organisation of the Branch 

The R.N. School is maintained for 
training Officers and Instructors, and 
comes under the direct control of the 
Director of Physical Training and 
Sports. D.P.T.S. holds the unique 
position of being the only Director of 
a Branch or Division of the Royal 
Navy to operate outside the Admir¬ 
alty. However, he maintains direct 
liaison with the Admiralty through an 
Assistant Director of P.I . and Sports, 
in D.W.S.C.'s Department. T he Assis¬ 
tant Director is the Hon. Secretary 
of the R.N. and R.M. Sports Control 
Board, is responsible for producing 
annually the Sports Handbook, and 
deals with P.T. problems at the 
Admiralty. 

The Director is responsible for the 
P.T. Organisation, and advises on the 
sports policy within the Navy. This 
is an important point, as it is not 
within his province to tell a Com¬ 
manding Officer what games arc to be 
played in his establishment, nor the 
hours he must devote to Physical 
Training. He is the Naval Represen¬ 
tative on the Royal Tournament 
Committee. He is a member of the 
Sports Control Hoard and he controls 
indirectly the twenty-two Associations 
which cover the field of their activi¬ 
ties. These duties involve a consider¬ 
able amount of travelling and allow 
him little time at the P.T. School: 
consequently the organisation and 
administration of the school is 
exercised by a Commander, who is. 
in addition. "Chief of Staff" to the 
Director, and performs the functions 
similar to those carried out by Deputy 
Directors of Admiralty Departments. 


Class under physical trailing ii 


The R.N. School ol 
Physical Training 


So you sec the object of the P.T. 
School is to produce Officers and 
Men to help organise and administer 
the sports which you. the Officers and 
Men of the Navy, wish to play. The 
main products arc P.T. Officers. 
Sports Officers and Physical Trainers. 
In every Command Elect and Part 
One Training Establishment, there is 
it P.T. Officer and a Staff of Physical 
Training Instructors whose job is to 
co-ordinate the games and sports. 

The Sports Officer, whom the wise 
Commanding Officer selects most 
carefully for this important duly, may 
or may not be a product of this 


Instructor Demonstrating; 

o 


Instructor performing a Handspring over the high box 


School. But realising that team spirit, 
good morale, and the recreation of a 
sailor's body and mind is best fostered 
on the Playing Fields, Sports Officers 
courses are held annually. Any Officer 
detailed to become a Sports Officer 
can apply to undergo such a course, 
shortened if necessary to suit the time 
that can be spared. The course is a 
comprehensive one which includes the 
organisation and conduct of sports, 
and some knowledge of refereeing and 
umpiring the more important games. 

In the ease of the Physical Trainer, 
the object is not to provide top rate 
apparatus gymnasts as so many 
people believe, but good all-round 
Physical Trainers for the Fleet. Whilst 
gymnastic apparatus work is included 
in the training syllabus for all Physi¬ 
cal Trainers, no undue emphasis is 
placed on this more specialised sub¬ 
ject. Rather is the emphasis placed 
on the ability to organise all the main 
games played by personnel of the 
Navy, and a high degree of ability in 
the taking of classes in the Swedish 
system of P.T. 

The Instructional Staff consists of 
P.T. Officers and selected Physical 
Training Instructors from each of the 
home ports. The Staff includes a 
specialist, in boxing, judo, fencing, 
athletics, and swimming. A part of 
the School building houses the Com¬ 
mand Swimming Bath. The bath staff 
arc responsible for teaching the non- 
swimmers in the Command, and for 
teaching physical trainers and other 
volunteers the methods of instruction 
for all aquatic subjects, including life¬ 
saving. The number of non-swimmers 
who have received instruction in the 
past year in the Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand alone amount to 12.668. Swim¬ 
ming is vital to the sailor for obvious 
reasons, and the physical trainer is 
the man who teaches it to the Navy. 
The accent is placed on the breast 
stroke because it is the most practical, 
should one find oneself fully dressed 
in a choppy sea. Every qualifier is 
encouraged to take the Royal Life- 
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Organisation of Sport in 
the Royal Navy 

Those of you who aspire lo playing I of these sports operate on a compcti 
for the Navy may wonder how Sport live basis, others are for the enjoy¬ 


ment of spare-time activities. All are 
open to any member of the Navy 
who cares to join. 

The successful organisation or 
otherwise of each sport is often re¬ 
flected in the competence of its Secre¬ 
tary, the hard work of its committee, 
and the enthusiasm of its Chairman. 
In every ease, D.P.T.S. is available to 

__ help, as arc the qualified P.T. 

- ecring Club, and the Birdwatching Officers. But since each organisation is 

instituted a Branch Rank of P.T. Club, to mention only a few. Rugby voluntary, their role has to be that 

Officers, eighteen being the number and Association Football alone are of diplomat rather than dictator. 

°ii h * ,V f *J '"wh C sclf ' 5upporling - b “‘ olbe . r “«“■ Much the same organisation exists 
“ P wifh „.hr rS '">ns arc or can be. helped in varying j„ each Command. Fleet and Squad- 

pares favourab y with other Branch degrees by the Sports Control Board. ron . down to each individual Shin and 


training. Lectures are also given in ISrancn KafiK 

' hC J",’ n 'nd i , a r!« ,rCat ' Before the War. the avenue of 
ment of common sports injuries. advancement for the ambitious physi- 
Every new physical trainer qualifies C al trainer was to pass for Boatswain 
as a third class Navy Soccer referee, and so to Lieutenant and above. In- 
and has some knowledge of every deed, this avenue is still open, but it 
game recognised by the Royal Navy, necessitates forsaking the P.T. Branch 
Of the sports. Athletics, Boxing. 

Fencing. Judo. Bayonet Fencing and 
Swimming he has enough knowledge 
to teach beginners, and is capable of 
training a unit team for competitions. 

Judo, because we arc a fighting 
Service, and Swimming because our 

lives arc spent on the sea. arc worthy , 

of a special note. Judo is taught with ? vc " uc of promotion precludes any 
side-lines for application to Unarmed fur,hcr * <rvl “ a < « a - 
Combat and Self Defence—accom¬ 
plishments useful to anyone, and The R.N. and R.M. Sports 
more especially a fighting man. /--.-.-..I 

Little has yet been said about Control Board 

apparatus work and agility learned in During and prior to the first Great 
the gym. This has been left until last War. games and recreation in the 
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Navy News” becomes also the Official Newspaper 
of the Home Air Command 


Order Your Copy NOW 


VIR TRAINERS LIMITED 


istructioa in the P.T. School g) ninusium 


several years experience ashore and cient for a 
afloat. It is by hard experience, the . . . 

delight of success, the disappointment * JJ' i!" 

Jal. or a of setbacks, the satisfaction of hard 
and rewarding work, that the physical 
trainer learns his job. far more than ^-ri idera 
by long courses of instruction. ,hc ,ncom ‘ 

of Unfortunately, the problem of fll I‘ 

stagnation amongst staff physical f 

B trainers is beginning to anse as a J. ., * ‘ 

. . „ T result of fifth and sixth five engage- 
in cimiinr ments. This, in effect, is slowing down “??/?• “f 
neecssiiv ,hc advancement of the younger men ca S 

and in the foreseeable future there ° r ^ 

of the wil1 Be fcw vacancies for the Physical J. . .' • 

tn n ne Trainer. lsI Class. “™"8 ,imc for So^rd vm 
nctionis Peniion. As there is no 3rd Class Board - >° l 
ohvsi- PT - ra,c - lhc promotion prospects of The Bo 

•ir Naval a y° un 8 leading hand joining the ship of thi 

’ . ‘ d branch may appear unfavourable, presentativ 
er-idines compared to his contemporary spe- and W.R. 
*ccn the cia,isin 8 gunnery and torpedo. Yet Admiralty. 


A CAREER in electronic* is offered 
to young men and women prepared 
to work hard *nd undertake further 
training. Vaeaneie* exist in the 
Development Division for Teehnieal 
Assistants with knowledge of elect- 
ronie* and/or aero-dynamic*. H.N.C. 
or equivalent industrial experience. 
Successful applicant* considered for 
promotion to Designer* ss-ithin one 
or two years of appointment. 
The illustration tholei the A.T.30 
High-Speed Jet Trainer designed 
and manufactured by Air Trainers. 


Window Ladder 


The Physical Trainer 

A potential physical trainer must be 
a volunteer from the seaman branch. 
In very special circumstances, excep¬ 
tions may be made to this rule, and 
these arc governed by A.F.O. 92/55, 
from which it will be seen that Ad¬ 
miralty approval is required in such 
eases. He must have passed for lead¬ 
ing seaman, be medically lit. and 
recommended by his Commanding 
Officer. Subsequently, his advance¬ 
ment is similar to any other seaman, 
and he is a seaman first, and a 
specialist second. 

Once accepted, the aspiring physi¬ 
cal trainer has much to learn, and 
many qualities to develop. These 
qualities arc not easily acquired— 
they arc brought out by six months 
of hard work on the parts of both 
pupil and instructor. The main re¬ 
quirement is for him to be able to 
take a class in Physical Training or 
Exercising, and to be able to do this 
well requires much practice. About 
one half of his time as a physical 
trainer is spent class-taking in the 


ELECTRONICS 
IN AVIATION 


WRITE FULLY STATING ACE, EXPERIENCE AND WHEN 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW TO THE PERSONNEL OFFICER, 


AIR TRAINERS LIMITED 


AND 

INSTRUMENT 
FLYING TRAINERS 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FLIGHT 
SIMULATORS 


BUCKS 


AYLESBURY 


Window- ladder team performing a “Crucifix' 
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From the Editor 

IN this, the third issue since becoming 
the official newspaper of the Royal 
Naval Association, it is encouraging 
to be able to report that we have had 
many letters from Branch Secretaries 
saying how much the members of their 
branches have appreciated the paper. 

May I impress on Branch Secretaries 
the valuable part of the Calendar (see 
page 10 of the November issue) can 
play in bringing to the notice of so 
many people their forthcoming events 
and we hope that more use will be 
made of this feature. 

I should also like to stress the im¬ 
portance of Branch News for inclusion 
in the paper reaching me by the 20th of 
the month at the latest. Otherwise pro¬ 
duction difficulties arise and in some 
eases it could mean articles could not 
be included due to available space 
being fully booked. Thank you. 


PENSIONS AND 
WELFARE 

I have, during my many meetings 
with members and on odd occasions, 
listened to many varied questions con¬ 
cerning Pensions and Welfare. Many 
shipmates have said. "I did not think 
any notice would he taken." “it has 
not been worth the trouble of en¬ 
quiry’’ and so on. 

Your question may result in great 
benefit and assistance to those with 
whom you may come in contact with 
during your everyday life, and the 
service available to you and the 
dependants of Naval personnel, is 
free. 

A letter addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary Pensions. The Royal Naval 
Association. Headquarters, 2 Lower 
Sloanc Street, London, S.W.I. is 
assured of a reply. 

I have found that questions raised 
by those in receipt of a pension in 
respect of Naval Service, receive every 
consideration when forwarded direct 
to the respective Pension Issue De¬ 
partment or to The Director of Navv 
Accounts. Delay is prevented accord¬ 
ingly. 

Disability and other like awards arc 
in many cases subjected to changes 
in circumstances, health and age. En¬ 
quiries from recipients of these awards 
are welcomed. 

Appeals: It is advisable to make 
every enquiry before the appeal is 
commenced. Difficulty is met with 
when an appeal has been commenced 
without thought by an appellant. If 
advice is sought many pitfalls are 
avoided and unnecessary worry saved 
accordingly. 
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If the first advice docs not agree 
with your views on the question, ob¬ 
tain further advice and be assured in 
your own mind. Many small points 
may have been overlooked on the 
first occasion. 

The valued service of the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust should not be 
overlooked when questions of welfare 
are concerned and all applications are 
sure of attention. 

I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who have assisted me 


in my endeavours to render a service 
to others. 

To all serving in the Royal Navy, 
happy ships with good fortune in all 
waters, to all shipmates and their 
dependants, every happiness along 
with good health in the forthcoming 
year and the years to follow. 

CHARLES H. WHEELER. 

Hon. Secretary Pensions. 


THE HOUSE THAT 
JACK BUILT 

THE STORY OF H.M.S. “EXCELLENT” 

By 

Commander R. Travers Young 

O.B.E., R.N. 

“/ warmly commend this book," writes 
Admiral Lord Chatfield in his foreword, 

"to all who take an interest in our naval 
story." 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED 15/- net 


PUBLISHED BY 

GALE & POLDEN LIMITED 

NELSON HOUSE, EDINBURGH ROAD, PORTSMOUTH 
Also at LONDON * ALDERSHOT * CHATHAM 


\BRANCH NEWS 


HAVANT 

ADMIRAL SIR Harold Burrough. 
G.C.B.. K.B.E.. D.S.O., the President 
of Havant Branch, introduced Ad¬ 
miral Sir Kcnelm Creighton. K.B.E.. 
M.V.O., J.P.. when the latter attended 
his first meeting on November I. He 
was elected a Vice-President of the 
Branch and said he would do all in 
his power to put the aims of the 
Association into effect and to assist 
the Branch whenever possible. 

Four days later the President and 
the new Vice-President were at the 
Branch Annual Dinner, which was 
held in H.M. U.C.W.E. Guests at the 
Dinner included an Officer from the 
Establishment, the Chairman of the 
Royal Naval Association (Portsmouth), 
representatives from the Territorial 
Army (Havant), the British Legion 
(Havant) and the Chairman of the 
local Urban District Council. 

The B.B.C. xylophone player. Joan 
St. Paul, gave some very popular solos 
after the Dinner. Other cabaret 
artistes, who continued to perform in 
darkness and by candlelight during a 
twenty-minute electric power failure, 
were very popular and much appreci¬ 
ated. 

Shortly after the last Report went 
to press, the Branch lost a Dart 
Match against the Black Dog Dart 
Team. The Match was followed by a 
very popular Social Evening. 

The Branch joined other Service 
Associations in the District for the 
Parade and Service on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

Television has been fitted in the 
branch meeting place, so members can 
meet there to view any programmes 
which particularly interest them. 
Calendar. —January 3. 1956. Havant 
i Branch Annual General Meeting. 
January 8. 1956. Havant Branch 
Quarterly Church Parade at St. Faiths' 
Church. 


SHERBORNE 

THE SHERBORNE Branch reports 
that tbeir President. Admiral Fox is a 
patient at King Edward VII Hospital 
lor Officers. London, for further 
treatment as a result of a recent 
motoring mishap. 

Possibly because of the inclement 
forenoon the number of shipmates 
who joined the Parade with Standard 
to the War Memorial and Abbey 
Church on Remembrance Sunday 
was not as representative as it might 
have been. 

Shipmate Fred Brown, one of the 
old E.G. ship's company of Baltic 
fame in the 1914-1918 War. who 
placed the wreath in position at the 
Unveiling of Sherborne War Memorial 
in November. 1921. carried out the 
same duty this year on behalf of the 
Branch. 

A dance in aid of Benevolent Fund 
and Children's Christmas Novelties 
was held during the week. 

Arrangements are now in hand for 
a New Year's Dance. 

Obituary.—His many old shipmates 
will be sorry to hear of the death at 
Sherborne on Sunday November 13. 
of Reginald Hann. ex-Royal Marines, 
after a long illness. 

J. P. AHERNE, Hon. Secretary. 

DARTFORD 

HAVING SAMPLED Portsmouth 
Navy News, the Shipmates here 
find it much to their liking, and have 
asked me to report on Dartford and 
its Branch members through these 
columns. 

Another very good reason for 
rushing into print, is that it will save 
our Secretary the trouble of writing 
quite a few letters of appreciation to 
Branches, and Pompey in particular, 
who so generously supported our 
appeal on behalf of Monica Page 
some two years ago. It was my 
pleasant task a few weeks ago to 
present a cheque to her father, our 
Branch Treasurer, for his daughter. 
This was coupled with our great 
admiration for her magnificent fight 
against nearly impossible odds. At the 
subsequent meeting, early this month. 
Monica herself was present, and des¬ 
pite the worst handicap of all. total 
blindness, it really did give all of us 
who were present a sense of joy and 
wonder that she can still face life so 
fearlessly and with such serenity of 
mind and spirit. May I say "Thank 
you again" on behalf of Monica, her 
family and ourselves. Shipmates of 
Dartmouth Branch. 

E. COLLER. Vice-President. 


DURHAM 

IT WAS our small branch that “put 
on" July's R.N.A. Conference—wo 
have a small but keen bunch of chaps 
and. moreover, we have some excel¬ 
lent facilities in our University City.. 

We just wanted to say hello to other 
shipmates who were lucky enough to 
be delegates here during the July 
Conference and to inform them that 
the occasion was as good as a trans¬ 
fusion to a sick patient. More new 
members are joining and the attend¬ 
ance at our monthly meetings has im¬ 
proved. With only 40 members we 
haven't much leeway. 

Especially arc we happy in having 
among our keenest members recently 
retired Rear-Admirals Hutton and 
Laybournc. Both arc domiciled here 
and very happy about it too. They arc 
jolly good mixers and as such we are 
most privileged to have them in our 
branch. 

Quite a few of us meet weekly but 
we are expecting a big crowd of 
shipmates and their ladies at our 
Christmas Social on Wednesday, 
December 21, in our Headquarters at 
the Dun Cow Inn. It is a case of 
"big cats" and "splicing the main 
brace"—all expenses paid from our 
annual "swindle" 

Today we had a good representa¬ 
tion in the British Legion Parade at 
our beautiful cathedral. 


FOLKESTONE 

SINCE OUR last report we visited 
the Festival Hall for the Annual Re¬ 
union on October 8. where everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Now 
we must sit back and wait for the 
the next one to come round, as one 
and all voted that it was a night not 
to be missed. 

We had another very successful 
Social on Friday October 21. when 
we had the pleasure of our local ship¬ 
mates and friends from Deal. New 
Romney and Lydd Branch visited us 
on Friday. November 18. when we 
had another good evening's enter¬ 
tainment. 

We shall be pleased to welcome any 
rating who is leaving- the Service or 
on leave in the district. Why not con¬ 
tact me or visit us at our monthly 
meeting which is held the first Friday 
of each month at the Guildhall Hotel. 
We can assure them of a cordial 
welcome. 

LEWISHAM 

THIS BRANCH wishes to extend a 
cordial invitation to all members of 
H.M. Ships visiting the Thames, or 
London on leave to visit our Head¬ 
quarters at 10 Belmont Hill. Lewis¬ 
ham. S.E.13. where we have a fully 
licensed bar. open every evening. 

There arc always plenty of social 
activities and you can be sure of 
spending a really enjoyable evening 
with us. 

To all our shipmates in the R.N.A. 
may I. on behalf of the Lewisham 
Branch, wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

HEYWOOD 

THE MONTHLY meetings of the 
Heywood Branch of the R.N.A. have 
been increased from one to two. 
namely, the second and last Wednes¬ 
day evening of every month at 8 p.m. 
in their Headquarters, The "Railway 
Hotel." Manchester Street. Heywood. 

Any personnel wishing to visit us 
on these nights will be very welcome. 

AREA TWO REPORT 

THIS IS the season for annual din¬ 
ners. and as your Area Honorary 
Secretary. I had the honour of attend¬ 
ing the Ashford Annual Dinner. This 
was their first effort and the organisers 
arc to be congratulated on such a 
splendid launch. 

Gillingham will shortly be holding 
its Social and Guest Evening, and we 
hope it will be the success it so 
richly deserves. 

Chatham just thrives on social 
events. We all hope that their friendly 
challenge to all branches for com¬ 
petitive games will bear fruit. 

Maidstone holds its Eighth Annual 
Dinner on November 26. and its 
success is already assured by the num¬ 
bers who have promised to attend. 

Branches may be interested to note 
that the Welling Branch has a quan¬ 
tity of flags and bunting available 
for hire at a small charge. This ought 
to be handy for parties this Christmas. 

All Seasonal Greetings and please 
make a note of the date of our next 
Annual General Meeting — January 
14. 1956. 

T. F. ASPREY. Hon. Area Sec. 
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RING OUT THE BELLES’ 


DURHAM 


THIS MONTH’S branch, at least in 
name, will be familiar to many 
R.N.A. members since it was in the 
charming city of Durham that this 
year's A.G.M. was held. That they 
had organised every detail, including 
the weather, goes to show what even 
a small branch can do if they put 
their mind to it. 

No doubt such a function would 
come easily to a few of the larger 
branches, but smaller ones, which at 
present predominate, would be some¬ 
what startled to be selected as the 
venue of such an important gather¬ 
ing. bearing in mind the tremendous 
organisation required. Durham ship- 
males were probably very startled at 
first, but no signs of panic were evi¬ 
dent by the Committee or ordinary 
members during the 24 hours' 
"occupation." 

Being a stronghold of the County 
Regiment (The Faithful Durhams) the 
tendency is to serve in the Regiment 
and this could account for the 
scarcity of Naval personnel in the 
district. However, the relations be¬ 
tween the Royal Naval Association 
and the Durham Light Infantry are 
very cordial, as evidenced by the very 
smart guard turned out for the arrival 
of our President in Durham. 

As is the case throughout the 
country, the civic authorities too arc 
on very cordial relations with the 
R.N.A. in Durham. The Mayor of 
Durham honoured the Annual 
General Meeting by being present and 
in his address said. "Of all the official 


duties carried out in my year of office, 
none gives me greater pleasure and 
satisfaction than to be among the 
members of the R.N.A." 

It will always be a principle of this 
item of your Navy News that per¬ 
sonalities will not be limelighted. 
More's the pity in the case of Durham 
since here was a handful of shipmates 
performing an evolution with con¬ 
siderable precision—and apparently 
enjoying it. Some of them would defi¬ 
nitely deserve "a mention." 

The history of the branch must be 
like that of many others. There were 
several attempts at formation, each, 
no doubt, requiring considerable 
enthusiasm on the part of the 
initiators and causing bitter dis¬ 
appointment when only failure 
materialised. Success did eventually 
reward them and in May. 1951. the 
Durham Branch of the R.N.A. was 
inaugurated. In the ensuing four years 
—a short time in the eyes of some 
branches—the usual ups and downs 
have occurred, and now the branch 
is on a footing which we hope will 
be as firm as that upon which the old 
part of their beautiful city stands. 

True to the motto of the R.N.A.. 
Durham have put much into fostering 
the ideals of the Association and were 
probably responsible for establishing 
the "Area system" as a going concern 
in this part of the country. They can¬ 
not claim to have lavish headquarters, 
but at "The Dun Cow." serving and 
ex-serving men will find the fourth of 
our ideals—Comradeship—much in 
evidence. 


II.M.S. Dolphin Christmas Revue chorus I 


CHELTENHAM 

BRANCH 

Greetings to the "Navy News." 

It was indeed a great shock to me 
when our "Lookout" went out of 
circulation, more so than when I went 
up to the pay table, sang out my num¬ 
ber. and was told "Not entitled." 

"Indeed?" I said. 

"No. in debt!" said the paymaster. 
"On cap; about turn." 

But still, wc now have a paper 
second to none, and it gives me that 
feeling after reading it that wc arc 
closer to the Royal Navy to which wc 
still belong. Though the Cheltenham 
Branch is in the heart of the Cotswold. 
wc shall always be imagining that feel¬ 
ing of the sea breeze when reading the 
Navy News. It is now nine years 
since wc commissioned, and wc have 
had our ups and downs, and our pen¬ 
nants have been shown in many a far- 
off place in Wales. All credit is due to 
our shipmate R. Taylor (ex Council, 
Committee and No. 7 Area). 

May I wish a happy Christmas and 
bright New Year to all old and new 
shipmates, wherever they may be. 

Frank K. Cooper. D.S.M.. 

P/J49720. e.t-C.I’.O. 


Home-made 
Evening Dress 


23rcl Annual Dinner, London Branch, 
Submarine Old Comrades’ Association 

THE 23rd Annual Dinner of the Lon- ship and to cement new friendships, the War of "Good Morning" that the 
don Branch. Submarine Old Com- He was glad to report that all were in Daily Mirror had established its link 
radcs' Association, was a robust and extremely good heart. Sir John Lang, with the Submarine Service. He re- 
invigorating spectacle. It was held at who followed, said that the sub- gretted that his newspaper had not 
the Surrey Tavern, hard by The Oval, marines which were being built would been able to send Jane—one could 
on Saturday. November 12. Among be pretty good—he was pleased to be only blame the weather. In a speech, 
the many official guests were Rear- amongst the submariners again, and humorous and gay. he gave his im- 
Admiral G. B. H. Fawkes. C.B.. this down to the fact that, on the pre- pressions. as a soldier, when in a 
C.V.O.. C.B.E.. Flag Officer (Sub- vious occasion, he had expressed his naval hospital during the w-ar, and. 
marines). Sir John Lang. G.C.B.. gratitude with simple sincerity. As from the ripples of laughter, his light¬ 
ly B E.. C.B. (Secretary to the Admir- gratitude was a lively interest in hearted sallies were readily appre- 
alty), and Mr. Noel Whitcomb of the favours to come, he was pleased to dated. Mr. H. H. Rose, the Chairman 
Daily Mirror. After the Loyal Toast, note that sincerity had been well re- of the London Branch, responded, 
given by the Chairman. Mr. H. H. warded. In a speech which sparkled and thanked the many members, par- 
Rose Mr. S. D. Hancox proposed the with anecdote, he concluded by call- ticularly Mr. P. W. Elliott, honorary 
President, to which Mr. G. A. A. ing attention to the fact that as a treasurer and secretary, who had con- 
Scott responded. In proposing Our member of APSAS—a society for tributed to the success of the evening. 
Guests and Sister Ships, Mr. W. J. perpetuating short after-dinner -j- 0 ,j, c honorary Chaplain, the 
Sherrington called attention to the speeches—he was ever obedient to its R cvcrcn j h. Benson, fell the Toast of 
bars on the Jolly Roger which hung teaching. Our Absent Comrades—this was given 

above the tables. These bars were to n,«n„„r wilh such simplicity that not only did 

indicate the state of the building fund siuevis muh u j t ca p( Urc the spirit which animates 

which had recently benefited from a Mr. W. W. Knights (Portsmouth), companionship but brought home to 
Jumble Sale, opened by Freddy Mills. Mr. Suttlc (Plymouth), Mr. Maynard a || t j,c inner significance of comrade- 
by over £60. Introducing the principal (Medway Towns), Mr. Fowler (S.E. ship a nd the sense of service. Before 
guest he wished Admiral Fawkes, on Kent). Mr. McCowie (N.E. England), the Dinner ended, the Chairman said 
behalf of the London Branch, the best a nd Mr. Betts (East Anglia) followed j t had become traditional to call upon 
of fortune in his next sphere of —they each brought the warm greet- an unsuspecting guest to give a short 
activity. ings of their branches, and their quips speech—this honour fell to Inst.- 

and inter-branch badinage added to Lieut.-Cdr. H. G. Middleton. 


Flag Officer's Speech ' thc lively gaiety of the evening. It 

Admiral Fawkes, in reply, having was Mr. Suttlc's conviction that Ply- 
thanked the London Branch for its mouth was the cradle from which 


Memorial Service 

On Sunday morning. November 13, 


I_AVren Turney displaying an 
evening dress of yellow trimmed 
with black velvet 


sentiments, gave a brief survey of IhcSO-CA. infant had sprung; from "a 

submarine events throughout thc year, other sources it was clear that Ports- .. ia j c^-mcc at thc Submarine 
He also told of his many trips abroad, mouth had suckled the lusty young- Mi | (llc Thames Embank- 
and his recent World trip by B.O.A.C. ster. It was encouraging to learn that M'monal J n ^mcy moanx^ 

I. was on thc last lap of this tour, at thc N.E. Branch was a young growth ^'et thich against the 

New London, that he had taken thc of over 120 members, that East Yo n j 0 n traffic, 

opportunity, to quote the New World Anglia«»-many of the ^tivcscrv.cc ^ and humb , e dignily . 

idiom, to ride an American Sub- submariners, and tnat tne ivicuway .. i a :j b v Admiral Fawkes 

marine.. He had also been honoured Towns were progressing toward, m- Wrea'h, WOTtajd by A® 

and privileged to attend thc many creasing membership. man! and haulers were all volun- 

activifies of,he Submarine Old Com- TTeToas, of the ^Assocmhon^vas f^om the Submarine £rvice. 
radcs’ branches, and these visits per- proposed by Mr. Noci wnitcomo—u u r. \i 

milted him to renew old acquaintance- was through the publication during m.o.m. 


P.O. H. Sharp, captain of Victory 
“A" team, receiving the cup from 
Commander - in - Chief, Portsmouth 


FOR CLASSIFIED ADVTS. 


SEE PAGE 15 


Friendly Wives 

THERE WAS a good turn out of During this 
members at our meeting in Fisher busy with sew 
Hall. Whale Island, on Tuesday, ing Christmas 
November 1, when Mr. Brian Bulpitt held on Tuc 
came to give us a talk on “Fabrics"— 2.15 p.m.. on 
a talk which proved most interesting has kindly c 
—ranging from thc very limited open it. The 
choice of fabrics our grandmothers will provide I 
had in their day to the very newest in January, 
stretching nylon of today. Unfortu- attended the 
natcly our Chairman Mrs. Rulhcr- of Work m 
ford was not able to be present, so Naval Barrai 
Mrs. Doig, our Vice-Chairman, which was u, 
presided. cess—and we 

Mr. Bulpitt also very kindly of their mem 
judged thc "Rag Bag" competition— wise member, 
thc three winners of which were Mrs. Arrangcmei 
Stark, sewing; Mrs. Dukcman. knit- the childrens 
ting; and Mrs. Marchment. novelty. Three new 
In this competition everything had to this month, 
be made out of scraps from the rag Next meet, 
bag. or unravelled wool; great in- December 5, 
genuity was shown. 


■ %70€2 N0RTH END 

branch 

During this month wc have been 
busy with sewing parties for our com¬ 
ing Christmas Bazaar which will be 
held on Tuesday. December 6. at 
2.15 p.m.. on Fisher Hall. Lady Willis 
has kindly consented to come and 
open it. The proceeds of thc Bazaar 
will provide for our Children's Party 
in January. Many of our members 
attended the Southsca Branch’s Sale 
of Work in thc Victory Hut. Royal 
Naval Barracks, on November 14. 
which was undoubtedly a great suc¬ 
cess—and we hope to sec a number 
of their members at our Bazaar, like¬ 
wise members of the Vernon Branch. 

Arrangements are well in hand for 
the children's Christmas Party. 

Three new members were welcomed 
this month. 

Next meeting will be on Monday, 
December 5, 1955. 

V.G.S. 


TO THOSE REQUIRING 
CIVIL EMPLOYMENT 

If you arc shortly leaving the Royal Navy, Sir W. G. 
Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft Ltd. are engaged in 
design and development work on Guided Missiles, 
and have vacancies offering interesting careers in 
all branches of this work. 

Those interested should apply to the Chief Engineer. 
Armaments Division, giving all particulars of their 
technical and practical training with details of any 
industrial experience. 

Sir W. 6. Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft 
Limited, Bagington, near Coventry 
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H.M.S. EXCELLENT 

THE DRAFTING Commander kindly 
paid a visit to our Island this 
month and gave a most informative 
lecture on the "ins" and "outs" of 
Drafting. We would like to thank him 
for this talk which put us all very 
well in the picture and we arc happy 
to pass a vote of confidence in his 
machine. He introduced a new term 
to us, that of Chief Petty Officer Bell 
Ringer, first class. This is an admir¬ 
able rate no doubt, but we feel it 
docs not compare very favourably 
with the prospects ofTcred to Flying 
Saucer Controllers and Rocket 
Loaders, rates we hope to sponsor 
shortly. (Volunteers apply to II.M.S. 
Excellent). 

Returning to ground level, how¬ 
ever. we would first like to wish all 
readers a very Happy Christmas for 
1955, and the compliments of the 
season for 1956. As far as we Gun¬ 
nery chaps arc concerned, we look 
back on the Old Year as being a very 
successful one for H.M.S. Excellent, 
and we look forward to the New Year 
because, although we say so ourselves, 
we have the bit between our teeth. 

Congratulations to II.M.S. Colling- 
wood in winning the Navy Cup. this 
was a sad blow to Whaley but 
Collingwood. nevertheless, deserved 
their win. We hope we may even 
the score with the Command Cross- 
Country. however, as our team have 
been showing up very well under 
training, and they deserve to be first 
home, if hard work and keenness 
under training is any criterion. 

Last month has been a busy one 
for the Island: one of the advantages 
of this Establishment is that there is 
never a dull moment. In November 
we have excelled ourselves with two 
“Field Days" (Battalion Exercises) 
with much shouting: in fact, the Gun¬ 
nery Voice has been well to the fore. 
In a more peaceful sphere the Mobile 
First Aid Unit from St. Mary's have 
attended with the Florence Nightin¬ 
gale touch in a realistic Passive 
Defence Exercise. During this some¬ 
one did their best to burn down the 
Island, but apart from consternation 
in the Pig Farm, the situation was 
eventually brought under control 
which only goes to show how effec¬ 
tive our fire fighting is. However I 
must not bore you with these com¬ 
monplaces activities, and in wishing 
you once again a merry Christmas 
from all on the Island I must remind 
you that December 4 is St. Barbaras 
Day and ask you to say a Prayer for 
the poor Gunner wherever he may be. 

“Gaiters" 


of wit, laughter, dance. So much con¬ 
temporary licence is given to the old 
fairy theme that the producers of to¬ 
day are proud to state that any re¬ 
semblances arc entirely accidental. 
Staged on December 7, 8, 9, seats 
are free by ticket only, and Barracks 
will be proud hosts, it is hoped, to 
packed houses. To all who can, come. 


H.M.S. Fleetwood 


H.M.S. MERCURY 


OPENING WITH a bang this time 
the echo of our Bonfire night cele¬ 
brations. which exploded here on 
November 4. we merely remark that 
the efiigy of that misguided hero 
“Guy Fawkes" bore a remarkable 
likeness to our First Lieutenant in 
girth, mark of rank and size of shoes. 
I am assured though, that this was 
pure coincidence. This may cause 
some doubt in many readers minds 
especially when the pantomime this 
year just happens to be "Robin 
Hood" (no relation to 'Pincher 
Martin'). ‘I he grapevine does reveal 
that it is a line choice, well suited to 
the principal characters involved and 
has been produced and written by 
Lieut.-Cdr. S. Adcock. (Money to 
Money). The act (Criminal 1804) will 
be executed for the general public's 
benefit on December 5 and 6. and we 
do recommend that it will prove to be 
money well spent. 

The usual progress is being made 
towards the end of term activities by 
all and sundry. Chief Petty Officers. 
Petty Officers and Signal School 
messes are holding dances and chil¬ 
dren's parties for their respective 
members, wives and children and we 
wish them all every success. 

I must add a special bouquet for 
the Petty Officers Mess R.A. Members 
wives, who have graciously stepped 
forward and offered to add to the 
choice selection of foodstuffs with 
their own particular speciality. It is 
greatly appreciated and will we know, 
enhance the whole proceedings. 

__ Punch and Judy arc again in great 

party will demand, and the schedule of visits is 


Whiskers Incorporated 


good fortune. In their stead we wel- advanced party—the Royal Society's 
come Capt. and Mrs. Gregory to contribution to the International Geo- 

Blockhouse Fort, and to the charm physical Year. The main y_.. 

which is the Dolphin peninsula. We not arrive until next year to relieve already being planned in order that no 

■' - 'section of the community need miss 

the show, except of course, for the 
Broadwalk vigilantes for whom there 
can be no hope. alas. 

Finally, the photographer has done 
us grand over the selection of Ihe 
scene chosen for inclusion in the 
establishment's Christmas Card. It 
' n covers every aspect and will bring 
r* many memories to those whom we 
W may refer to as "Absent Friends." 
cn The latter a favourite and well 
worn toast at this time, offer it to you 


with' a wind speed reaching seventy- wish ,h K em t ?° ,h an cn <°T lble "“V- and ,hcm : The certainly of a white Christ- 

two miles'an hW. ormZ £££- "^.S^rLstmas Revue Trew Pr ° Ving ^ 

like—inti nver force twelve Whilst Dolphin s Christmas Revue, Grew- to them both. 

w^are* blowing ou^uumpets—and if ML.W 

we don't, who will?—our mileage for ThvHch Bi * Cricket 

h.^J 2 .- 000 av tnTZrs,^. 1 £ . None is more qualified than E. W. 

miles and digging into the past we c7m«mn VC wS I* shown as Swanton to talk about big cricket. He 

find that in cightccn-and-a-half years Vimeron, v.v... win oc snown as „„—, , fc . -. e_:— 

steaming, the "old grey girl" has done ® ,vcn bclow - 
320.000 miles. "Born 1936 and still Junior Rates.—1930. 
going strong." cemhcr 2: Junior I 

As a closing “dart" I would like Monday. December 5 

to add that the clot who said that 1900. Tuesday. Deceml 

lightning never strikes twice in the and Petty Officers—19 

same place wants to look at our day, December 7. 

daily orders of January 1. 1953. and jhcre is a novel ballet so 
our future programme for January 1. fluorescent costumes h 
1 95 .5 (period). . bizarre, and the openini 

And so once again from the flower e j ghI beautiful belles is_ . 

gardens of N.W.W.(N) we bid you more ,han spectacular. An outstanding lions. Big cricket makes for big men 
a sailors farewell with the appro- feature is the musical operetta. Jake's sod tall stories, it seems. But unlike 

Progress (Jake is played by Cdr. P. G. fishing the miracle catch is often true. 
Sharp), and the colourful costumes 

and songs (by R. E. M. Fairweather) Christmas Steak 

should serve to provide a memorable Th , c ,n. order , v „ pm will he in 
evening which Dolphin wives will u Jin the N.a" .pTi? time fo* the 
appreciate. Lieut. Hermann an expert christmas dinncr . ^ roast M of 
in the devious mechanics of the human o]d England wlm to bc out of 
mind, will give examples of thought fashion . and arrangcmcnls have ^ 
reading during the evening. made for the Christmas slcak to bc 

II.N1. orilli*d uithin nrrtmi Hicf'inr/* rtf tK.» 


tl.M.S. FLEETWOOD 


WE START this article by saying 
“Goodbye and good luck" to Lieut.- 
Cdr. James Scott. R.N., our 1st 
Lieut, for the last two years who has 
been appointed to R.N.B.. Chatham, 
and a slightly belated "Hallo and 
welcome” to Lieut. C. M. Sutton. 
R.N., our new 1st Lieut. 

The results of the various competi¬ 
tions run during our North Sea trip 
were as follows. Darts Singles—L./ 
Cook(S.) Gough. Darts Doubles— 
L./Steward Gandlcy and Steward 
Gray. Uckcrs—A.Bs. Harvey (now on 
the Tumult) and A.B. Rideout. Crib 
Singles — C.E.R.A. Jacobs. Crib 
Doubles—R.E.L. Lord and P.O. 
Mitchcm. The Chess competition be¬ 
came so long-winded that we had to 
abandon it. The Beard competition 
was also condemned to die a quiet 


Winter Term, we can give a reason¬ 
able resume of our Sporting activities 
to date. 

Soccer 

With the training requirements of 
an establishment of this style, and the 
ever recurring requirements of the 
"Eyes and Ears" of the Fleet in (he 
Autumn exercises, it is never possible 
to turn out a consistent team two weeks 
in succession, hence we have entered 
only in Division II and Division III 
Leagues this season. 

Our teams have given a good ac¬ 
count of themselves on the whole, in 
these Leagues and have struggled hard 
in the additional cup games, hut with 
the life-blood drained away by drafts 
we have not notched as many wins as 
we would have liked. 

No star turns have been pro¬ 
duced either for the Command or 
Navy, but we arc pleased to report 
that 1..R.E.M. Lane by his consistently 
good donkey work for two seasons 
at least gained a place in the Com¬ 
mand Team which played the Com¬ 
mand Royals. 

I ..Si uo.u cuugiuiuiatmg a., un .uni m. ihe sixty-tour otliccrs and men _ , , Ru, ? ! * r 

smart turn-out and drill. f rom barracks spent an evening of Through the untiring efforts of our 

Hallowe'en Ball thorough enjoyment. The very real R, 'B8 cr Secretary we arc glad to be 

T . „ , smiles, the mystery of the Cossack ab, « lo report steady progress and 

the Halloween Ball had all that dance-synthesis of partisan war acti- somc vcr >' sood wins against worthy 
was expected of it. The dc?or. cspec- v ities. and the fight of the Nenet- opponents, a great improvement in 
lally Lieut.-Cdr. Brucc-Walker's urc hins. which a few nights before our efforts against last season's heavy 
bnglcbrecht-styled watches landing on h ad amused the Royal Family, im- lisl of losses, 
aircraft-carriers made the gym and pressed us most . The Ballic F i c ' t had 

dril shed a grotto where ghosts provided cabaret to thank us for Hockey 

ESZSTSZS ^l! dC p TWt | hos P ilali, y during its visit. The Em- Here we arc tom between two 

Marincs d hand P -md "rempmhi-rpd PJ* 5 * HaH . Mw ,hc lo 8 ical extension masters, although we have some vs. 

stifinnr n f Ih^ir r ’ of lhal cabarct and 50 an unexpected talent in our midst, we are unfortun- 

“ d “ M = f “ “* h °“ “V!**>“"'«*» 

svssaaSfjv -n. ^ d £ syp™. ... 

tend because of a cold. Local The "Victory Players” are busily r“nH^M la^who*wre^ominatin* 
hospitals and stores sent along their preparing to greet Christmas with tL lMgue uD to this Kame * 

stalls who with the Wrens, ensured "The Sleeping Beauty." The panto- 8 P ° 8ame ' 

equality of sexes. With so many fair mime is an all-out (and with the co- 

ladies present it was perhaps as well operation of the "Duchess of Kent”) Cross-Country 

that there was no general move to all-barracks effort. Music, words. We have managed a few outings to 
wear masks. We enjoyed ourselves scenery and costumes arc locally pro- date, and arc eagerly looking forward 
and took forward to being bewitched duccd and enthusiasm is rocketing to the Autumn race to see how our 
next year. high in a plethora of fizzling squibs Junior teams progress. 


3n ittrmoriam 

C. Stuhbington (Pensioner), Pen¬ 
sion No. 20310. Died November 2, 
1955. 

D. Weatherhead. P/M.9503I3, 
'ook(O). (Royal Naval Barracks, 
’ortsmouth.) Died November 4, 
955. 


R.N. BARRACKS 

Visit of (he Find Lord 
ON FRIDAY. November 18. 


your service 


A 80 NS.LT? 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Southsea Tc 


PIP DEVELOPMENTS T TH 

^_ (PORTSMOUTH) ^ ^ 


Careers in Engineering Company for ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners, 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Secretary, 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD., 

Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, PORTSMOUTH 
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H Mfi BULWARK when Ihe ship is at sea. it is not un- many old friends, particularly Mr. 
’ ** usual to sec them going round the Irvine Chapman (honorary secretary). 

DURING THE month of November, Flight Deck in the evening at high and Mr. Austin, his Old Coxswain. 
H.M.S. Bulwark has pursued her speeds. In fact it has been suggested Admiral Somerville, Honorary Life 
normal task of Trials and Training that it would be far more safe for President, who followed, spoke briefly 
Carrier with the exception of a short pedestrians if a few Zebra Crossings to recall an incident which Admiral 
visit to Cherbourg, which is well were made ! Darke's reminiscences had invoked, 

known as a port of call for the Queen During the next couple of months Mr. W. W. Knight (Branch Chair- 

man) introduced the 

ja*!SmEkSKSik£ aggsPSK «• « 

aaW hms . . 


Naval Firefighting Heroic 


afforded ready help to the Association. 
Other Service guests to whom refer¬ 
ence was made were Commander T. 
Maxwell (Squadron F.nginccr Officer), 
the Reverend W. S. Skidmore (Chap¬ 
lain. H.M.S. Dolphin), and Lieut.- 
Cmdr. R. Garson (Training Officer. 
H.M.S. Dolphin). To Cdr. P. G. Sharp 
who was unable to attend. Mr. Knight 
paid tribute for unfailing courtesy and 
organisation towards the Old Com¬ 
rades’ Reunions. 

Capt. G. D. A. Gregory, D.S.O.. 
responding on behalf of the guests, 
tendered Admiral Fawkes’ regret at 
bcinp unable to attend, not by virtue 
of his infamous ancestor but by reason 
of an engagement with the Yorkshire 
Old Comrades, and thanked Ihe 


FIRST PHOTOGRAPH, just received were blown away from the aircraft 
from Malta, of the two Naval airmen by the explosion of a fuel tank. They 
who were awarded the British Empire quickly recovered and returned to Ihe 
Medal (Military Division) for the blazing aircraft to extricate the pilot, 
rescue of a pilot from a fiercely burn- who was still alive. The rescue was 
ing aircraft. carried out without the cover of foam 

The aircraft, a Sea Hornet, crashed apparatus or the use of water, and 
on take-off from the R.N. Air Station, the fire afterwards took more than 
Halfar. Malta, and burst into flames an hour to extinguish. Both ratings 
after ploughing through three stone showed complete disregard of danger 
walls. In fireproof suits. Naval Air- to save the pilot, who later died of 
man ’’Willy’’ Rac. aged 22 of Craig- his burns. Photograph shows: The 
miller Castle Terrace. Edinburgh, and two naval ratings—left to right— 
Naval Airman Mike Staines, aged 19. Naval Airman "Willy” Rac. of Edin- 
of Norsey Road, Billcricay. Essex, burgh, and Naval Airman Mike 
went to the rescue of the pilot, but Staines, of Billcricay. Essex. 


Rear-Admiral R. G. Onslow, C.B.. D.S.O.. F.D.F.(H.). presenting the 
Arbuthnot Trophy to the captain of the winning (earn 


uded H ; M.S. lyne, Apollo. Ccn- Admiral Sir Sidney Raw who gave 
ur. Albion. Eagle. Glasgow and , hc IO ast of Submariners Past and 

ome Fleet Destroyers A bronze Present added to the rcminisccntial 

' va , s presented by Rear- mood of the evening by memories of 

dmiral Onslow to the Captain of the K2 and H52. and concluded with the 

nlwark team. Shpt. Burke. dictum—"once a submariner always a 

Christmas will soon be upon us and submariner." Mr. Moth, a founder who have passed through the Royal 
e main leave party go on Decern- member of the Portsmouth Branch. Naval Barracks Wardroom, are many 

:r 9 for a well deserved rest, replying on behalf of the Past Sub- thousands who remember Mr. Albert 

he ship will be remaining in Ports- mariners, gave further glimpses of Edward (Nick) Carter, who. on 
outh until the end of January and those early days of submarines, and November 12. retired from the posi- 
ill then be embarking on the Spring I.ieut.-Cdr. R. Garson. for the lion of Senior Hall Porter. Mr. Carter, 
rogramme. Present Submariners, paid tribute to who joined the Royal Navy in April, 

--the Past, and concluded by giving a 1904. first went to sea in H.M.S. 

synopsis of modern trends. Northampton in October, 1904. He 

H M « PHOFNIY On Sunday. November 6. in the fir« entered the Naval Barracks when 

.M.3. r litJCjllI A Church of Ambrose> , hc Molhct the Signal School was opened in the 

'F ARF slowIv recovering from the Church of the Submarine Service (Fort Naval Barracks in January, 1905. The 
fc a slowly recovering irom inc Portsmouth Rraneh Commodore, the first Commodore of 

lock of seeing Inst -Lieul.-Cdr. ™ j the Barracks. Spencer Logan, was in 

abaster ride a camel into Wembley ana representatives irom oincr Old r d n world War One 

rena on Alamein Night. The P.T. Comrades Branches attended a simple Vl r Carter served^ in H M S Dread- 
:hool. Collingwood and Phoenix, and moving memona service^ con- ^"ISd^ to lot, ‘2S2r 
orking as a team, presented Cros- ' By ,,lc Reverend W. S. aj a nava , raling hc was a M a«tcr- 

ng the Line." Neptune, suitably at-Arms in the Royal Naval Barracks 

rmlt* fhi» ramp A crnnil • • *»■>•> 


Will contributors please note that 
receipt of copy by the Editor by 
20th of the month will help to 
ensure that articles are included in 
the paper and are of topical interest 


for Modern Men’s Wear 

Monthly Allotments at Cash Prices 


two years to 46,195 miles. This may or 
may not seem a great distance to faster 
ships of the Fleet, but when one takes 
into consideration that 25,136 of those 
miles were at towing speeds varying 
from four to seven knots, it adds up to 
a fair number of days and week-ends 
at sea. 

Towing Ships 

The past year has been spent towing 
ships mainly of the Reserve Fleet to 
and from many ports of the British 
Isles, and regretfully not as the previ¬ 
ous year to the sunny climate of the 
Bahamas. South and West Africa, and 
the Mediterranean. 

Some of the more notable tows have 
been H.M.S. Perseus, Montclare. 
Illustrious. Indefatigable, King George 
V. Hermes. Bermuda, together with 
floating docks and numerous destroy¬ 
ers, frigates, sweepers and other craft. 

It was after handing over the King 
George V to local tugs that she ran 
aground in the Garelock Narrows, and 
not as announced in the Press and 
B.B.C. by Naval tugs, but Warden. 
Samsonia. Enforcer and Envoy were 
soon back on the job to assist the six 


half-way position in the League and SUBMARINE 

still have time to improve. Cross¬ 
country running is now in full swing OLD COMRADES 
and the Dryad course is in reasonably 

good condition due to the spell of -j-Hg 2 5ih Annual Dinner of the Ports- 
dry weather. mouth Branch on November 5. Guy 

. _ , ... Fawkes’Night, was a memorable occa- 

And this Was uad s j on —| bc Dolphin correspondent, a 

Presenting a comedy in three acts, non-submariner, saw for himself the 
“And This Was Odd" bv Kenneth friendly milieu which the submariners 
Horne. Wickham Dramatic Society themselves have created. Commander 
were welcome visitors at Dryad on Higham. R.N. (ret.). President, who 
Tuesday. November 15. The portrayal introduced the principal guest said that 
of a small country house family scene few, if any. had served as long as Rear; 
at Christmas gave plenty of scope Admiral Darke in the Submarine Ser- 
for humour and was much appre- vice. It was indeed a proud record 
ciatcd. in winch his human qualities had 

endeared him to all. and for which 
Christmas Pantomime Admiral Darke would be long remem- 

Rchcarsals are now well under bered. On reply Admiral Darke. 


123 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

AND BRANCHES 


UAPPV CHRISTMAS TO ALL READERS 


local tugs to pull her off successfully 
at the next high water. 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IS HISTORY 


Four angli-d-dcck curriers steaming in line ahead for the lirsl lime in history. II.M. Ships Eagle, Centaur, Albion and Bulwark, followed by three destroyers in a recent cvcrcise in the North Sea 



Christmas Time is Gift Time 


GIFT DESPATCH SERVICE 

is at your disposal — write, or call on 

JACK BLAIR of Portsmouth 

Branches: 48 QUEEN STREET and 143 STANLEY ROAD 

For o fro* copy of "lACK’S fOURNAL," which grvtt oil dttoilt ond lift of gifts 

try our Floral Delivery Service also 


BRICK WOODS GLOSSARY OF NAVAL TERMS: No. 5 
TICKLERS 





... BUT HOWEVER YOU LOOK AT IT 

THE BEST BEER 

IN ANY LANGUAGE IS . . . 

BRICKWOODS 


H.M.S. 

PEREGRINE 
December, 1955 

THE FUNERAL of Lieut. West was 
held at Clymping Parish Church on 
Friday, November II. His Firefly air¬ 
craft was reported missing, when flying 
oyer the Channel, three months ago. 
Lieut. West was of 700 Squadron, based 
at Ford. 

The body of an unknown airman was 
recovered from the sea. off Eastbourne, 
by a fishing boat the other week. It is 
believed to be Lieut. West’s navigator. 
An oxygen mask was found on the 
beach on Saturday, November 12: as to 
whether it has any connection with 
the airman nothing official has been 
stated. The funeral of the unknown 
! airman was also held at Clymping 
j Church, on November 14: contingents 
| from Peregrine and the R.A.F. 
attended. 

The Peregrine Air Group came into 
existence last September. Its object is 
to train officers and ratings of Ford to 
fly at a very low cost. The Group con¬ 
sists of one Tiger Moth aircraft and 10 
full members. Each member con- 
| tributed to the purchase of the Tiger 
Moth, which was in the region of £125. 
The club is the first of its kind in the 
Service and is progressing favourably. 

Sport 

Our hockey team has done quite well 
in the last few weeks. They won their 
two games in the hockey festival, but 
lost to Siskin in the final, this being 
their first failure this season. Five of 
the team have been selected to play in 
Home Air Command Hockey Week. 

Ford 1st XI soccer team lost to Lce- 
on-Solent 2—1 in the Air Command 
Division final for the Navy Cup. They 
hope to avenge themselves on Decem¬ 
ber 5 when they meet Lee again in the 
Air Command Cup match. N. A. Hasty 
has had a very successful season so 
far. He played for Ireland Amateurs 
on September 17. scored six goals for 
the Navy in the Cambridge University 
match and was a member of the Air 
Command team that travelled to 
Guernsey to meet Guernsey Rangers. 
Three other ratings from Peregrine 


were in the same party: L./A. Ham¬ 
mond. N. A. Mulry and E. M. A. 
Irvine. 

The team ran amok in Portsmouth 
last week when they beat the Reserve 
Fleet and H.M.S. Excellent 6—I and 
5—3 respectively. Maybe H.M.S. 
Dryad will avenge the General Service 
when they meet on November 21. 

Rugby at Ford is a "silent service." 
On the station sport sheet they arc 
given only one line, yet they are walk¬ 
ing away with games. The results to 
date arc: Ariel 21—3. Siskin II—5. 
and I.C.C. Uekficld 18—12. Three wins 
in a row is not bad. 

I will finish my eompie rendu by 
wishing all our sporting enemies a 
happy Christmas and a successful New 
Year. 


H.M. U.C.W.E. 
HAVANT 

THE FIRST annual dinner of the 
U.C.W.E. Social Club was held on 
Wednesday evening, November 16, 
1955. at West Leigh, when the presi¬ 
dent of the club. Captain R. A. Villicrs, 
C.B.E., R.N.. and Mr. I. Fagclston. 
chief scientist, were entertained as 
guests of honour by the club. The func¬ 
tion was attended by a large number 
of club members (comprising serving 
and retired staff of the Establishment) 
and gave an auspicious opening to 
what is hoped will become a perman¬ 
ent annual feature of the U.C.W.E. 
Social Club activities. 

After the Loyal Toast had been 
honoured. Mr. J. L. Hudson, chairman 
of the Social Club, reviewed the social 
and sporting activities of the year and 
the plans for future co-ordination of 
the various individual clubs now 
running in the Establishment. These 
already included the vigorous foot¬ 
ball. tennis and table tennis clubs. The 
latest manifestation of recreational 
activity was the Music Appreciation 
Group. This owed a debt of gratitude 
to Captain Villicrs for his encourage¬ 
ment from the start and his loan of 
records. Mr. Hudson said that as Cap¬ 
tain Villicrs was now about to leave 
for another appointment after nearly 
three years as Captain. U.C.W.E., it 
was most appropriate for the club to 


welcome him as their guest that even¬ 
ing to assure him how much they 
thanked him for his keen interest and 
the encouragement he has given to¬ 
wards the formation of the club, and 
to wish him every success in his future 
career. 

In reply. Captain Villicrs referred to 
the unifying value of the social side in 
an establishment in which naval and 
civilian staff of diverse ranks and 
grades were brought together, and how 
good it was to foster common recrea¬ 
tional interests among staff associated 
in their work. The purpose of the work 
of the Establishment was to minister 
to the needs of the Royal Navy which, 
if not now the largest, still remained 
the finest Navy in the world. Captain 
Villicrs also referred to the valuable 
contributions already made by the 
Establishment to the Navy, in par¬ 
ticular those which had earned Their 
Lordships' special commendation, and 
he praised the good and loyal service 
rendered by the staff in each one of the 
various sections and groups of the 
Establishment. 

Captain Villicrs concluded by ex¬ 
pressing his great pleasure at having 
had the opportunity to serve in his 
present appointment, his regret at 
leaving the many friends he had made, 
and his thanks for the good wishes 
tendered him. 

The catering arrangements made by 
the Area Catering Manager. Mr. A. J. 
Dingle. Canteen Manageress. Mrs. 
Stcmp and staff were greatly appreci¬ 
ated. and the musical contribution by 
Mrs. Thornton gave much pleasure. 

The organisers have every reason 
for gratification at the success of this 
function. 
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C. H. BERNARD A SONS LTD.. Nsral and TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchen 
Civilian Tailoa and Outfitters, have openinr and bathroom.—Apply 61 Elm Road. Mile End. 
for young men as shop assistants and repre- Portsmouth. 

seniatirev The latter to contact customers TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use kitchen and 
aboard H.M. ships and in R.N. Establishment*, bathroom, no children. — 224 Devonshire 
Whilst preference will be given to those with Avenue. Southsea. 

experience of the men's wear trade, suitable TWO NEW and modern fully furnished and 
applicant* will be given training. Opportunities self-contained flats to let: Quiet residential road, 
available for travel. Secure position with good Southsea: 4 gns. per week: long tenancy pre¬ 
prospects and staff pension.—Apply in first in- f erred.—Apply Henderson. V Wood path. South- 
stance to the Manager. C. H. Bernard A Sons sea. Phone Portsmouth 6M4. 
l td.. 8 Queen Street. Portsmouth, or direct to VACANT THREE-ROOMED FURNISHED 
the Sale* Manager. C. H. Bernard A Son* Ltd.. Flat (own kitchen). No children.—29 Fcsting 


12. H.M.S. Centaur—Chaplain of the 
Fleet to dedicate a window in the 
Chapel and a Remembrance Book. 
Relatives of those whose names 
arc written in the Book have been 
invited. A report of the Service of 
Dedication will appear in our 
January issue. 

13. —Hockey — R.N. XI v. Oxford 
Nomads. Dcvonport. 

14. —Rugby Football — Whites v. 
Colours (Navy Trial) Greenwich. 
Squash Rackets — R.N. Cham¬ 
pionship Final. U.S. Club. 

15. —H.M.S. Dryad Ship's Company 
Dance. Kimbclls Ballroom, 
Southsea. 

16. —Squash Rackets—R.N. v. Jesters. 
Army & Navy Club. 

17. —Rugby—Probables v. Possibles 
(English Trial). Norwich. 

17-18.—Fencing—Men's Foil Team 
Championship (Sporting Record 
Cup). 

Football—League Division One. 
Portsmouth v. Huddersfield Town. 
Home. 

19. —Squash Rackets — Royal Air 
Force v. The Army. Army & Navy 
Club. 

20. —Squash Rackets—R.N. v. The 
Army. Army & Navy Club. 

21. —Squash Rackets—R.N. v. R.A.F. 
Army & Navy Club. 

24— Football “ ' " “ " ' 


Classified Advertisements may be 
placed at i 

Gale & Polden Ltd., Nelson Home. 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as well 
as at tbc Royal Nasal Barracks, Ports¬ 
mouth 

Private Advertisements. 2d. per word; 
minimum, 2s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d per word; 
minimum, 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Bos Number, 9d. extra. 


WADHAM BROS.. LIMITED 
STANDARD HOUSF. 

89 PALMERSTON ROAD. SOUTHSEA 
Phone Portsmouth 24*8 
ARE YOU GOING ABROAD? 

It to. nhy not purchase rou car now. free of 
purchase tax. and use it tor the intcrvcninc 
period? (retails on application. 
Hire-Purchase Terms : 

One-quarter deposit. Balance over two yean. 

"USED CARS YOU CAN TRUST" 

1940 ROVER 12 taloon. colour blue, 
rood tyres; taxed; excellent example ot 

this quality car ... £295 

1955 STANDARD 10 saloon: colour 


The Inclusion ot any advertisement 
cannot be guaranteed, nor responsi¬ 
bility accepted for errors or omissions. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


>52 AUSTIN' A“0 estate car. colour 
black: fitted radio, beater, twin fog 
Ump* and mirror*, etc.: excellent con¬ 
dition . 

>53 (Utc) Phavc II STANDARD VAN¬ 
GUARD: colour black: fitted radio and 
heater: leather upholstery: 26.000 

miles . 

Several car*, medium horse power, 
from £50 to £150 

Hire-purchase and Insurance arranged. 


Dryad 

'Grewp- 


'Grewp- 


- Foot ball Combination 
League. Portsmouth v. Birming¬ 
ham City. Home. 

26. —Football — Combination League. 
Portsmouth v. Bourncmoulh & 
B.A. Home. 

27. —Football—League Division One. 
Portsmouth v. Aston Villa. Home. 

31.—Football—League Division One. 
Portsmouth v. Chelsea. Home. 


FOR .SALE, tel of Forfex hxir clippers xnd 
m»ny etet.; £5 or nc*r otter. — 111 Ludlow 
Road. Paukifove. 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

FOR SALE by Pensioner C.P.O.. detached 


WELL-KNOWN European Mechanical Time 
Fuse factory seek* a* their British representative 
an ex-nasal officer familiar with mechanical 
time fuses. Knowledge of the procedure.* of the 
Ministry of Supply would be an advantage.— 
Fetter* to If. J. Gcrritsen. Zwolschc straat. The 
Hague. The Netherlands. 

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER for private 
estate wanted November. Qualified electrician. 
I.C engines, implement repair*, welding and 
plumbing. Ftec service house with 3 bedrooms, 
gas. main electricity. On bus route to Chip¬ 
penham (5 mile*), good school. State wage re¬ 
quired. age. experience, name and addres* of 
present employer.—Apply A. W. Nicholson. 
Ifartham Park. Corsham. Wiltshire. Tel. Cor- 
sham 2204. 


2nd ANNUAL REUNION 


R.A.F., F.A.A., Airborne 

Forces and W.A.A.F. FAIR- 
FORD and GT. DUNMOW 
1944-1945. 


ROYAL AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHMENT 
rcqui.es ; 

Precision Fitters. 

Machinists. 

Turners. 

Sheet Metal Wo'kcr*. 

Coppersmiths. 

Toolmakers 
Electronic Mechanic*. 

Instrument Makers. 

Miller*. 

Grinder*. 

Aircraft Electrical Fitters. 

Airframe Fitters. 

Aero Fnginc Fitter*. 

Pilfer Armourer*. 

General Fillers. 

Rale of pay on cnlrv 158*. lOd. -f 10* . or 
158*. lOd. + 38*. merit lead for a 44-hour 5-day 
week, wilh prospects of reassessment of rate 
within one to three months with any increase 
back-dated to date of entry. 

Prospects of advancement to higher rale* of pay. 

Merit lead can rise to 70*. 

Excellent welfare, sports and canteen facilitie*. 

Application to Director. Royal Aircraft 
Establishment. Farnhorouth. llant*. living full 
details of apprenticeship, training and experience. 


Write: Miss Hcttic Tack. 1 
Brentford Lodge, Holmdale 
Gardens, Hendon. N.W.4. 


Association. Greenwich. 

12 .—Squash Rackets — R.N. Cham¬ 
pionship, Semi-final Rounds. U.S, 
Club. 


room: xsx tire rtnx; moderate tetmv. 

THE STANWAY GUEST HOUSE, 29a 
Clarence Parade. Soulhwa. Bed and break tail. 
8t. 6d. per nilhl. Bed. brcaktati and cyemnx 
dinner. Its. per day. Reduction tor lower stays- 
Vtqxini mamevv H. A c. Gay Are. Own key. 
TO 1ET. vmall fully lutnohed flatlet: auil couple 
only.—7 Featini Gro<e. Soulhyea. 

TWO COMFORTABLY FURNISHED roorm: 
electric lltht and tat. utc kitchen and bath: unt 
yount couple: regret no children.—4 Kintxby 
Road. Got port 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, tuil couple. 
£1 14a.. irhludint electricity.—I Waimcott Road. 
Eastney. 


Navy News Crossword—No. 17 

A prize of £1 Is. will be given for the first correct solution 
opened on December 21 

The winner of last month's crossword was: 

P. L. Simmonds, CTt. Elect, H.M-S. Collingnood, Fareham, Hants, 
to whom a cheque for one guinea has been sent. 


PORTSMOUTH COMMAND AUTUMN CROSS COUNTRY 


THIS RACE held over the usual never achieved such a triumph since presented the trophy. It was a pit 
course at .Southwick. on a fine the war. Nevertheless, those who that no Royal Marine team enterei 
autumnal day, attracted 126 senior watch these matters with interest have senior Race—Individual Placings 
and 43 junior runners. seen an increasing enthusiasm in j st Wtr . E Hudman. H.M.S. Vi. 

Both cups changed hands. Colling- R.N.B. thoughout the past twelve , _ 34 m i ns . 41.4 secs.; 2nd, S./ 

wood beating St. Vincent (holders) in months. It was evident that hard p Dcwsnap . H.M.S. Victory, 35 min 
the junior race, and Royal Naval training, cfhcicnt administration and ,, sccs; 3rd PO _ H C . S har| 
Barracks wresting the Senior Cup encouragement would eventually h.M.S. Victory, 35 mins. 27 secs, 
from H.M.S. Excellent (holders). This bring the Cup to the Commander-m- Har«—Tran. Results 

was a popular win as Barracks have Chiefs Flagshtp. and .. was he who Senmr R-^Team R^ulU.^ 


Make the most of your 

MONTHLY ALLOTMENT! 


00 YOU KNOW— that Currys special purchasing 
facilities for serving personnel enable you to 
obtain a wide selection of goods — on very 
favourable terms. 

The BROADCASTER GRAMETTE 

Just plug it into the mains and it will play 
any record, either standard or long-playing 
OVER ITS OWN LOUD-SPEAKER. 

4 M -J or 32/2 deposit ^ 

I Xo rate afK > eight monthly 
■ mm 2 GNi payments of 32/2 f-*r 


4®, London Rond 

(North End) 4 118/120, KInt*ton Road, Portsmouth 
Mtmbort of it* Inxtrport Kmtd Tfimt Auociation 
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ROYAL NAVAL ATHLETIC CLUB (SOUTH) 


says v f 

Mr More for Less 



THE RIZLA MAN 



A Rizla 
'One hand' 
ciga retie 
rolling oulfil 
is a really useful 
article. It even 
enables you to 
make a cigarette as 
you walk about, 
or when standing in 
a crowd or queue. 
Completely self- 
contained with 
tobacco, tips and 
papers, the 
embossed plastic 
pouch has the 
rolling machine 
attached. It's a 
welcome gift and 
a money saver 
for every smoker. 




'OwttmfL' 

ROLLING OUTFIT / 


Roll and save the RIZLA way! 


HOME FLEET SPORT 

DURING THE visit of the Fleet to 
Rosyth, several Competitions were 
held with the following results: — 

Cross Country Arbuthnot Trophy 
(held on the R.N. Scotland Command 
Course). 

1st. Bulwark, 498; 2nd. Tyne/ 
Apollo. 594: 3rd. Eagle. 753; 4th. 
Glasgow. 758: 5th. Albion. 761; 6th, 
Darings. 1,204. and 7th Centaur, 
1.268. 

Novices' Hosing Championships. 
Quebec Cup. 

1st. Tyne /Apollo. 32; 2nd. 4 th 
Destroyer Squadron. 31; 3rd. Eagle, 
30; 4th. Centaur, 17; 5th. Albion. 12: 
6th. Darings. II. and 7th. Glasgow, 5. 

The boxing was held in the R.N. 
Cinema in the Dockyard. The result 
was in d -ubt right up until the final 
bout. I he boxing was enthusiastic (if 
somewhat lacking in skill). 

Rugby 

The final of the Fleet Knock-out 
Competition resulted in a win for the 
Darings who beat Glasgow 9—0. 

Results in Scotland 

I he R.N. in Scotland challenged the 
Fleet to the following games, and 
although the Fleet had not quite found 
their shore legs, owing to exercises at 
sea all the week, they came away with 
tails up. Results were as follows: — 

Football 4 4: Rugby won II—6; 

Hockey won 8—I. 


HOCKEY 

Koval Navy Inter-Unit Hockey 
Knock-Out Competition 

Results to dale 

/ irst Round. —H.M.S. Hornet 6— 
H.M.S. Phoenix 4; Victoria Barracks I 

H.M.S. Collingwood 5; H.M.S. Sis¬ 
kin 0 H.M.S. Vernon 2: R.M.B. 
Eastncy 5—H.M.S. Mercury 2; H.M.S. 
Daedalus 0—H.M.S. Excellent I: 
H.M.S Dryad 3—R.N.B. Portsmouth 
6: Submarine Reserve Group Dcvon- 
port.O R.M.B. Stone-house 2: R.N.H. 
Chatham I Reserve Fleet Chatham 2. 

Second Hound. —R.N.A.S. ( uldrdsc 
4 R.M.B. Stonchousc 0; R.M. Com¬ 
mando School I—R.N.B. Dcvonport 
5; PRORM Chatham 0 Reserve 
I lect Chatham 4; H.M.S. Hornet 3 

R.N.B. Portsmouth 4. 

Since then the R.N.A.S. Culdrose 
have drawn 2-all with R.N.B. Devon- 
port in the West Country, while at 
Chatham the R.N.B. arc due to play 
Reserve Fleet Chatham who defeated 
PRORM 4—0. In the Portsmouth 
Command R.N.B. have beaten Hornet 
4—3. and Collingwood have beaten 
R.M. Eastncy 6—2. 

‘I he other two tics between 2nd 
Submarine Squadron and H.M.S. 
Osprey at Portsmouth and the local 
Derby between Vernon and Excellent 
have still to be played. 


FOOTBALL 

The following are the results of the 
Div isional Competitions: — 

Portsmouth Command 

I ir\t Hound. —H.M.S. Diligence 5— 
R.M.B. Eastncy 4; H.M.S. Vernon 0 
IIAl.s. Mercury. 2; H.M.S. Colling- 
vvood 3—H.M.S. Victory 2: H.M.S. 
Hornet 2—H.M.S. Dryad I: R.N.H. 
Haslar 3—H.M.S. Osprey 0: H.M.S. 
Excellent 4—H.M.S. Maidstone 2; 
H.M.S. Dolphin—bye. 

Second Round. —H.M.S. Diligence 2 
—H.M.S. Mercury 0; H.M.S. Colling¬ 
wood 5—H.M.S. Hornet 4; R.N.H. 
Haslar 4—Reserve Fleet I. and H.M_S. 
Excellent 9—H.M.S. Dolphin 1. 

Semi-Finals.—H.M.S. Diligence 0— 
H.M.S. Collingwood 2: R.N.H. Haslar 
0— H.M.S. Excellent 5. 

Final. —H.M.S. Collingwood 4— 
H.M.S. Excellent 2. 

Air Command 

Semi-Finals. —H.M.S. Peregrine 2— 
H.M.S. Heron 1; H.M.S. Daedalus 3 
—H.M.S. Scahawk 2. 

Final. —H.M.S. Peregrine I—H.M.S. 
Daedalus 2. 

Norc Command 

/ irst Round. —R.M. Deal 5— 
PRORM Chatham I; H.M.S. Ganges 
3—Reserve Fleet Harwich I; R.N.B. 
Chatham. Reserve Fleet. Chatham— 
byes. 

Semi-Finals —R.M. Deal 4—H.M.S. 
Ganges I; R.N.B. Chatham 2—Re¬ 
serve Fleet. Chatham I. 

Final. —R.M. Deal 6—R.N.B. Chat¬ 
ham 4. 


THE RESULTS of matches over the 
country have continued to be very 
good and the Club is still undefeated 
in normal, inter-club contests. In spite 
of the Collingwood Apprentices' long 
week-end. the team which visited 
Worthing managed to win the match 
and this was followed by a visit to 
Tatchbury Mount Hospital where the 
home side and Eastleigh were both 
beaten It is interesting to note that 
cross-country running is being used 
as a form of remedial occupation for 
some of the patients in Tatchbury 
which has some splenJid cross-coun¬ 
try courses available, so much so that 
the Hampshire championships arc 
being held there early in December. 
In the Rcynolds-Garrett race held at 
Eastleigh on November 5 we lost our 
hold on the trophy to a very strong 
Reading A.C. team but they arc re¬ 
cognised as being one of the stronger 
civilian clubs in the South and it is 
no disgrace to be beaten by them. 
The following week three club sides 
were fielded in the South of the 
Thames Junior race at Blackdown 
Camp. The term Junior does not refer 
to age hut rather to performances in 
previous races, so many of the best 
runners of the competing clubs arc 
barred under various clauses: it is a 
good race for many nten to get their 
first experience of a big race with 
between three and four hundred 
starters from over 60 teams. We were 
pleased to sec our local civilian club 
Portsmouth A.C. walk away with the 
first team prizes—our first team 
could got no nearer than loth. 

The big day in the Club's home 
calendar is undoubtedly the visit of 
the Metropolitan Police when the 
Annual Dinner and Dance is held 
after the race. The race followed the 
pattern of most previous years with 
the naval side proving themselves 
superior to their visitors who also 
included Worthing A.C. paying their 
return vist to Dryad. E. A. Joyce put 
up a very fast time of 34 minutes 34 
seconds over the full Command 
course, improving on the previous 
best figures by four seconds, but the 
conditions are set for fast running so 
that comparisons are not always good. 


First Round .— H.M.S. Alaunia I — 
I.T.C. R. Marines 4: R.M.B. Dcvon- 
porl 1—42 Commando II: Reserve 
Fleet 4—R.N.E.C. 1; R.N.B. Dcvon¬ 
port—bye. 

Semi-Finals.—R.N.H. Dcvonport 12 
—I.T.C. R.M. 8 (after extra time) 
(previous match drew 6—6); 42 Com¬ 
mando 4 Reserve Fleet 0. 

Final. —R.N.B. Dcvonport 2—42 
Commando 1. 

CUP DRAW 

The draw for the Inter-Command 
Cup and Navy Cup resulted as 
follows: — 

Inter-Command Cup 

Plymouth Command v. Air Com¬ 
mand. to be played on Wednesday. 
January 25. 1956. Application is being 
made for the use of Home Park. 

Portsmouth Command v. Norc Com¬ 
mand. to be played at Fratton Park 
on Wednesday. February 15. 1956. 

Navy Cup 

H.M.S. Collingwood v. Royal 
Marines. Deal, to be played at Pitt 
Street ground. Wcdnesdav, February 
I. 1956. 

R.N. Barracks. Dcvonport v. H.M.S. 
Daedalus, to be played on Wednesday. 
February 22. 1956. Application is 
being made for the use of Home Park. 


R.N. FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION 

AFFF.R THE disappointment of our 
cancelled match v. Oxford University 
last month, supporters will have their 
first opportunity of seeing the Royal 
Navy in action against an F.A. XI 
at Fratton Park on Wednesday Dec¬ 
ember 7, kick-off 2.15 p.m. 

The F.A. will bring a powerful com¬ 
bination down and many of the 
Amateur International team will be on 
view. The Navy team will be similar to 
that picked against Guernsey for 
the New Year, except Ord. Sea. 
Valentine. Youth International, will 
play right back. 

Royal Navy v. Guernsey 
The following have been selected to 
represent the Royal Navy at Guernsey 
on Saturday, December 31, and Mon¬ 
day. January 2. *■ 


The meal which followed at H.M.S. 
Excellent was rather saddened by 
the last appearance of C.P.O. Barnes 
who has been Honorary Secretary for 
the past three years and has held the 
posts of Club Captain or Vice- 
Captain on many occasions. Inst. 
Lieut.-Cdr. C. A. Sinficld, the 
last surviving Active Service mem¬ 
ber of the Club who remembers 
Barnes arriving at the old Wymcring 
racecourse as a new member, gave 
a short account of all that Barnes has 
done for naval athletics. He repre¬ 
sented the Navy against the Army 
and R.A.F. over the country in 1931. 
1935. 1938 and 1939 and on'the track 
in 1934 and 1938. He has served on 
the Portsmouth Command Athletic 
Committee, the R.N.A.A.A. Working 
Committee, the Hants County A.A.A. 
Executive Committee, the Southern 
Committee of the A.A.A. and has 
been the only naval timekeeper on 
the A.A.A. recognised list. His de¬ 
parture from the Club leaves an enor¬ 
mous gap which it will be very hard 
to lilt. It has been so easy to rely on 
"Barney" doing it that it will only be 
during the future months that much 
of his work will really be appreciated. 
Few members realised that the club 
singlets all appeared each week clean 
and pressed due to his efforts, and 
many other little things happened all 
unbeknown to the majority. It was 
felt that Barnes and his wife, who has 
given up so much of her time to help¬ 
ing-especially at Pitt Street on Satur¬ 
day afternoons—could not be allowed 
to leave their circle of naval athletic 
friends without some slight tangible 
appreciation of thanks, and. in spite 
of the difliculty of contacting many 
who would probably have liked to be 
associated with the presentation, the 
Treasurer's original target was more 
than doubled. The presentation which 
was made by the Chairman. Com¬ 
mander G. F. Goodalc. was in the 
form of a handsome chiming clock 
suitably inscribed, a leather-bound 
book of signatures of subscribers and 
a cheque which it is hoped will go to¬ 
wards the cost of a new Mop-watch 
so that Barney will be able to con¬ 
tinue his timekeeping activities in his 
new County of Middlesex. 


NVtr. B. Stevens. H.M.S. Pembroke; 

O. Art. H. Canon. H.M.S. Ceylon; 
E.M. A. Quick. H.M.S. Collingwood: 
Sltpt. J. Brown. H.M.S. Mauritius; 
N.A. G. Noble. H.M.S. Gamecock; 
A.AL. D. Cutbush. H.M.S. Heron; 
L.R.E.M. L. Twisscll. H.M.S. Colling¬ 
wood; Shpt. I.. Trace. H.M.S. Alaunia; 

P. O. J. Coates. Vicloria Barracks; N.A. 
P. Hasty. H.M.S. Peregrine; R.E.A. J. 
North. R.N. Unit. Walton, and L.E.M. 
R. Osborne. H.M.S. Collingwood. 


BOXING 

Boxing Trials 

FOR MANY years selection of repre¬ 
sentative R.N. boxing teams has been 
something of a "hit or miss" task, 
because of the lack of a direct com¬ 
parison between the boxers in 
different Commands. Boxers have a 
notoriously high opinion of their abili¬ 
ties which their trainers generally also 
support. The R.N.B.A. Committee 
therefore decided this year as an inno¬ 
vation to hold R.N. Open Trials at the 
beginning of the season instead of the 
usual Inter-Command Novices Com¬ 
petition. 

The Trials took place at Portsmouth 
on November 2. and produced not 
only a first-class evening's boxing but 
a wealth of information about the 
Navy's talent for the coming season. 

Results. 

Bantamweight —Ord. Sea. Clark 
(Norc) beat Sp.O.(V.) Bennett (Ports¬ 
mouth) on points. 

Featherweight —F.A. App. Ronald- 
son (Portsmouth) beat A.B. Sisly 
(Plymouth), on points. 

Lightweight—Oti. Sea. Dunning 
(Portsmouth) beat N.A. Mercer (Air) 
R.S.B.. 2nd round Ord. Sea. Jackson 
(Norc) beat A.B. Cashmorc (Ports¬ 
mouth). on points. 

Light Welterweight —E.M. Taylor 
(Portsmouth) beat N.A. Clough (Air) 
R.S.B.. 1st round. Tel. Bcddall (Ply¬ 
mouth (seat Steward Norman (Norc) 
R.S.B.. 1st round. 

Welterweight —Shpt. Gaze (Ports¬ 
mouth) beat A.B. Cumberland (Norc) 
on points. 


Light Middleweight —Cpl. Ruthcr- 
ford (R.M. Deal) beat M.(E.)L. 
Roberts (Portsmouth), on points. 

Middleweight— L./Sea. Figg (Ports¬ 
mouth) beat A.B. McNorgan (R.C.N.) 
R.S.B., 2nd round. 

Light Heavyweight —A.B. Taylor 
(Plymouth) beat Tel. Hone (Ports¬ 
mouth) on points. 

Heavyweight —L./Sea. James (Ply¬ 
mouth) beat N.A. Worth (Air) R.S.B.. 
1 st round. 

R.N.B.A. v. Southern Counties 

ANYONE NOT present reading the 
account of this match in the Press 
next day would have thought that the 
Navy was thoroughly thrashed. This 
was "far from the case, and the final 
result (5—3 to Southern Counties, not 
6—2) was a very fair reflection on a 
splendid evening's boxing. Two 
matches were outstanding. E.M. Tay¬ 
lor v. Sapper Stacey, and Tel. Bcddall 
v. J. Weller. Both were ding-dong 
affairs from first bell to last bell with 
the Navy just having the edge in the 
first and the Southern Counties in the 
second. As long as amateur boxing 
produces contests like these it has 
nothing to fear from the counter- 
attraction of the "tele." 

Full Results. (Royal Navy first). 

Bantamweight —E.A. App. Marvin 
beat J. White, on points. Feather¬ 
weight —E.A. App. Ronaldson beat W. 
Agate, on points. Lightweight —Ord. 
Sea. Jackson lost to B. Robson, on 
points. Light Welterweight —Tel. 
Bcddall lost to J. Weller, on points. 

E. M. Taylor beat Spr. Stacey, on 
points. Welterweight —Shpt. Gaze lost 
to K. Fuller, on points. Light Middle¬ 
weight— Cpl. Rutherford. R.M.. lost to 

F. White. R.S.B.. 1st round. Middle¬ 
weight —L./Sea. Figg lost to W. 
Watkins. R.S.B.. 1st round. 

In Special contests results were as 
follows;— 

Welterweight —Ord.Sea. Roundhill 
(Portsmouth) beat Mne. Doolan 
(Portsmouth), on points. 


Home Fleet Novices Boxing 
Championships, 1955 

Individual results: — 

I ly. Winner. Ord. Sea. W. Thomp¬ 
son (Eagle); runner-up Boy A. 
Mansfield (4th D.S. Agincourt). 

Bantam.— Winner. Ord. Sea. N. Har- 
dinge (Tync/Apollo); runner-up. 
A.B. R. Lord (Darings Decoy). 

Feather. —Winner. A.B. D. Darock 
(Tync/Apollo); runner-up, A.B. R. 
Friend (Centaur). 

Light. Winner, Steward W. Jarrol 

(Albion); runner-up. M.(E.) W. 

Puntphrcy (Tync/Apollo). 

Light-Welter. —Winner. A.B. W. 

Collins (Tync/Apollo): runner-up. 
Ord. Sig. H. Dulhic (4th D.S. Bar- 
rosa). 

Welter.- Winner. M.(E.) R. Stringer 
(Centaur); runner-up. Ord. Sea. S. 
Eales (Albion). 

Light-Middle .— Winner. A.B. D. 

Holmes (Darings Decoy); runner- 
up. N.A. L. Clarke (Eagle). 

Middle.- Winner. A.B. N. Rumscy 
(Tync/Apollo); runner-up. A.B. 
Pearce (Eagle). 

Heavy. —Winner. M.(E.) K. Wright 
(4th D.S. Agincourt): runner-up. 
M.(E.) J. Blakely (Eagle). 

Team:— 

1st. Tyne/Apollo. 32 points: 2nd. 4th 
D.S., 31 points; 3rd. Eagle. 30 
points; 4th, Centaur, 17 points; 5th. 
Albion. 12 points; 6th. Darings, 
11 points; 7th, Glasgow, 5 points. 


NAVY NEWS 


As front January 1, 1956, Navy 
News will be the Official Paper of 
the Portsmouth Command, Home 
Air Command, and Royal Naval 
Association 


Order jour copy now 


Light Heavyweight —A.B. Taylor 
(Plymouth) lost to Pie. Sangoe (Army) 
R.S.B.. 2nd round. Tel. Hone (Ports¬ 
mouth) beat L./Sca. Cull (Ports¬ 
mouth). on points. 
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